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SUBJECT:  Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  WHEELER,  1st  Brigade, 

101st  Abn  Division,  Period  11  September  -  25  November  1967  (U) 
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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appro¬ 
priate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current 
operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material. 
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COA/f  l&FNT/AL 

EEPARTMENT  OP  THE  ARM? 

HEADQUARTERS  1ST  BRIGADE  101ST  AIRBORNE  DIVISION 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96347 

AVHD-C  11  Deoanber  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  WHEZIER  (RCS:  MAC 
J3-32)(K-1) 


THRU :  Co  Mean  ding ,  Gene  ral 

Aaerical  Division 
APO  US  Forces  96374 


Commanding  General 

III  Marine  Amphibious  Force 

APO  US  Forces  96602 


TO:  Conmandirg  General 

United  States  Military  Assistance  Command,  Vietnam 

ATTN:  AVHCS-IH 

APO  US  Forces  96222 


1.  (U)  NAME  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  WHEELER  (Search  and  Destroy  Operation). 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF  OPERATION t  lUOOO'Septeafcer  to  251100  November  1967. 

3.  (U)  LOCATION:  QUANG  TIN  Province,  Repoblic  of  Vietnam  (Maps,  VICTIM, 
1:50,000,  Series  L701A,  Sheets  66391,  IV,  6640II,  III,  67391,  IV,  6740  III). 

4.  (u)  Cafli'JfD  HEADQUARTERS :  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division. 

5.  (U)  REPORTING  OFFICER:  Brigadier  General.  Salve  H,  Matheson,  Canaan  ding 
General,  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division, 

6.  (C)  TASK  ORG/JilERTiqi: 

a.  The  task  organisation  of  the  Brigade 
WHE  Illi  was  as  shown  below: 

1- 327  Inf 

4  I Z  Clearing/Demo  11ns  a/326  Bigr 

3  Set  Dog  Tos  42  Inf  Plat 

2- 327  Inf 

4  LZ  Clearing/Demo  Tms  a/326  Engr 

3  Set  Dog  Taa  4 2  Inf  Plat 

2-502  Inf 

1  Mobile  strike  Force  Co  (Supporting) 

4  1Z  Clearlng/Demo  Tas  a/326  Bigr 

3  Set  Dog  TD3  42  Inf  Plat 

1-14  Inf  (OPCON) 

4  LZ  Clearing/Demo  Tins  A/326  Engr 

b.  Numerous  changes  in  the  Brigade  task 
the  operation  and  are  described  as  they  occured  in  paragraph  11  (Execution)  below. 

fo*  OTRi)  CROUP  ^ 

DOWNGRADED  AT  3  TEAR  INTERVALS 

ftxifci  Q  0  A/  F~  t  A/  y>E^sjIFrED  12 


at  the  initiation  of  Operation 


Brigade  Control 

1  Camp  Strike  Force  Co  (Support¬ 
ing) 

2-3.20  Arty 

B/2-9  Arty  (OPCON) 

A/326  Engr  (-) 

1RRP  Flat 
3cty  Plat 

42  Inf  Plat  Set  Dog  (-) 

HP  Plat 

Avn  Sec 

20  Cml  Det 

KB  Tm  2A4  Psyops  Co 

181  KI  Det 

406  RRD 

TACP  (-) 

organization  were  made  during 
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SUBJECT :  Combat  Operations  After  AotW  Report,  Operation  XRSEIER  (RCSt  MAC  J3-32) 
7.  (C)  SUPPORT IMG  FORCES; 

*.  Troop  A,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne) ,  17th  Cavalry  was  placed  under 
operational  control  of  the  2d  Squadron,  11th  Armored  Cavalry  at  the  beginning  of 
Operation  WHE3J5H,  and  later,  tinder  the  control  of  the  1st  Squadron,  1st  Araored 
Cavalry.  The  troop  returned  to  Brigade  control  on  17  November  1967. 

b.  Troop  b,  1st  Squadron,  9th  Cavalry  supported  the  Brigade  during  the 
period  2-4  October  1967  by  flying  anted  reconnaissance  missions  forward  of  the 
infantry  battalions  and  within  the  Brigade  area  of  operation. 

c.  The  long  Range  Reconnaissance  Platoon  of  the  Brigade  was  employed  in 
a  survelllanco  and  sta7  behind  force  role. 

d.  Artillery:  (See  Inclosure  10,  Artillery) 

(1)  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery  ( 18-10 5nm  howitzers) 
»«8  employed  in  a  diroct  support  role  with  each  of  its  batteries  collocated  with 
an  Infantry  battalion  tactical  eonmnnd  post.  The  battalion  fired  a  total  of  3,885 
missions  expending  54,859  rounds  of  ammnition  during  the  operation. 

(2)  Battery  B,  2d  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  (6-1053UU  howitiore)  waa 
placed  under  operational  control  of  the  Brigade's  direct  support  artillery  bat¬ 
talion  during  the  period  the  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  operating  with  the 
Brigade  (11  -  24  September  1967).  The  battery  was  given  a  direct  support,  mission 
to  the  infantry  battalion.  Pour  hundred  twenty  tne  missions  were  fired  expending 
2,40?  rounds  of  annunition. 

(3)  Battery  A,  2d  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  (6- 105m  howltters)  was 
placed  under  operational  control  of  the  Brigade's  direct  support  artillery  bat¬ 
talion  during  tho  period  the  lat  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  was  operating  with  the 
Brigade  (4  Oetihar  -  4  November  1967).  The  battery  waB  given  a  direct  support 

mission  to  tho  Infantry  battalion.  Six  hundred  thirty  five  missions  were  fired 
expending  7,761  rounds  of  aoRunltion. 

(4)  Battery  C,  3d  Battalion,  16th  Artillery  (6-15 5s«a  howitzers) 

reinforced  the  :  of  the  Brigade  >s  direct  support  artillery  battalion  during 

tho  entire  opo.-i  tion.  The  battery  fired  a  total  of  1,562  missions  expend! ns  14,169 
rounds  of  aanunition, 

(5)  Battery  G,  29th  Artillery,  Aaerical  Divioion  Artillery,  supported 
tho  Brigade  with  one  section  of  two  searchlights  fro®  7-24  Novembor  1967.  Tho 
suction  was  employed  at  one  of  the  Brigade's  firehoses  and  furnished  Infrared  and 
white  light  support. 

e.  Company  A,  326th  Engineer  Battalion  (Airborne),  provided  each  infan¬ 
try  battalion  with  teams  for  clearing  landing  cones,  demolition  projects,  mine 
clearing  and  limited  explosive  ordnance  disposal  work.  The  remainder  of  the 
company  supported  the  Brigade  by  operating  water  purification  points  at  forward 
supply  points,  maintaining  existing  roads  and  improving  the  Brigade  base  camp  (See 
Inclosure  9,  ftigineer), 

f.  The  42d  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog)  provided  each  Infantry  battalion 
with  a  daily  average  of  two  scout  dog  teams  during  tho  operation. 

g.  The  9th  Combat  Tracker  Team  (Provisional)  Joined  the  Brigade  on  25 
September  1967  and  gave  the  Brigade  the  capability  of  tracking  eneay  forces  when 
contact  was  broken.  Organicod  into  two  tracker  sections,  the  sections  were 
positioned  at  battalion  tactical  command  posts  for  rapid  e^loyaent.  The  team 
proved  highly  successful  during  the  operation.  Results  directly  attributable  to 
the  team  were  four  eneay  ''tiled,  two  eneay  captured,  one  weapon  and  ansunitlon 
cache  discovered  and  numerous  booby  trap*  and  punjl  pits  discovered, 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  WHIwLd?  (RCS:  MAC  J3-32) 

(K-l) 

h,  Ars®-  Aviation:  The  14th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the 
^  Brigade  with  aircraft  for  troop  lift  and  flew  combat  support  and  resupply  missions, 

(1)  176th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  was  employed  in  a  direst  support 
role  and  provided  helicopters  for  gunship  support,  troop  lift  and  flew  combat 

i  support  and  resupply  missions,  in  addition  to  providing  one  comnand  and  control 

I  and  one  utility  helicopter  to  each  infantry  battalion  daily, 

(2)  161ot  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  in  general  support  of  the 
Brigade,  provided  helicopters  on  a  mission  support  basis  for  gunship  support, 
troop  lift,  combat  support  and  resupply  missions, 

(3)  173th  Aviation  Company  (Medium),  in  general  support  of  the 
Brigade, provided  CH-47  aircraft  on  a  mission  support  basis  for  troop  lift, 
heavy  resupply  and  displacement  of  artillery  units. 

f  i.  The  20th  Chemical  Detachment,  in  general  support,  flew  combat  support 

(  missions  emplo;ring  non-persistant  CS  from  helicopters,  provided  teams  for  tunnel 

and  bunker  denial  and  contamination  of  rice  and  salt  caches  using  persistant  CS, 
i  and  provided  ready  charged  flamethrowers.  Detachment  personnel,  operating  the 

I'anpack  Per  son1, el  Detector  (People  Sniffer)  mounted  in  a  helicopter,  flew  an 
average  of  two  missions  per  week.  Readings  indicated  on  the  detector  were  relayed 
to  the  battalions  for  exploitation  by  maneuvering  forces  into  the  area  or  by 
employing  airstrikes  and/or  artillery  fire.  (See  Inclosure  5,  Chemical), 

J.  Indigenous  Forces: 

(1)  One  Camp  Strike  Force  Company  from  T13J  PHUOC  Special  Forces 
Vfemp  suu-orted  the  Brigade  from  11  September  to  17  October  1967  by  initially 
screening  the  southwest  portion  of  the  area  of  operation  to  detect  enemy  movement. 

Frr,-  26  September  to  17  October  1967,  the  company  assisted  in.  providing  security 
foe  a  firebr.se  consisting  of  one  battery  of  105mm  howitzers  and  one  battery  of 
155ew  howitzers, 

(2)  One  Mobile  Strike  Force  Company  from  Company  C,  5th  Special 
Forces  Group  (DA  N/JIC)  operated  directly  with  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d 
Infantry  from  11  September  to  2  October  1967.  The  company  conducted  search  and 
destroy  operations  within  their  assigned  portion  of  the  battalion's  area  of 
operation, 

(3)  One  Reconnaissance  Company  from  the  2d  ARV1J  Division  established 
blocking  positions  for  the  Brigade  along  likely  enemy  routes  of  egress  from  23 
September  to  7  October  1967. 

i 

k.  Tactical  Air  Support:  j 

I 

(1)  US  Air  Force  and  US  Jtirine  pilots  flew  426  tactical  fighter  j 

missions  totaling  878  sorties.  Of  these  sorties,  453  were  Immediate  requests  I 

which  were  processed  through  the  Air  Force  1st  Corps  Direct  Air  Support  Center 

(IDASC)  in  DA  HANG  with  an  average  reaction  time  of  twenty  minutes.  In  audition, 

201  Combat  Skyspot  sorties,  41  flareship  (AC-47)  sorties,  and  188  transport 
sorties  were  flown  in  support  of  the  Brigade.  Forward  air  c  jntrollers  flew  341 
sorties  ir.  forward  air  control,  artillery  adjustment  and  visual  reconnaissance 

missions,  A  total  of  1,163,575  tons  of  ordnance  was  expended  during  the  operation.  j 

The  expended  ordnance  included  875*450  tons  of  general  purpose  bombs,  290.125  tons 

of  napalm,  2600  flares,  376,950  rounds  of  7,6^m  ammunition,  237,300  rounds  of  20nr.  j 

amunition,  23  CBU's  and  1513  rockets. 

(2)  The  9th  Air  Commando  Squadron  provided  support  for  aerial 
psychological  operations  to  include  leaflet  dlssemir.atiort  and  aerial  loudspeaker 
broadcasts  in  the  area  of  operation. 
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AVBD-C 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  WHEE1ER  (RCS l  MAC  J3-32) 
(K-l) 

1.  The  244th  Psychological  Operations  Company  prcvided  one  loudspeaker 
team  (HB)  in  direct  support  of  the  Brigade.  (See  Inclosure  8,  Psychological 
Operations), 

8,  (U)  INTELLIGENCE t  See  Inclosure  1,  Intelligence. 

9,  (C)  MSSION:  Americal  Division  directed  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne 
Division  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  commencing  11  September  1967 
northwest  of  TAM  KY  (0TO627)  to  find,  fix  and  destroy  VC/NVA  forces  and  to  neutra¬ 
lise  VC/NVA  base  camps. 

10,  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION:  To  accomplish  the  assigned  mission  and,  at 

the  same  time,  block  enemy  routes  of  egress  to  the  south  and  the  eouthwest,  the 
Brigade  air  assaulted  its  three  organic  infantry  battalions  into  UDEN  Area  of 
Operation  (AO)  located  west  of  TAM  KY,  The  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infan¬ 
try  conducted  airmobile  assa  cs  into  the  southern  portion  of  the  area  of  operation 
or.  11  September  1967.  The  following  day  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infan¬ 
try  and  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  air  assaulted  into  the  west¬ 
ern  and  northern  portions  of  the  area  of  operation  respectively.  The  1st  Battalion, 
14th  Infantry,  under  the  operational  control  of  the  Brigade,  initially  was  given 
an  or.'-crder  mission  to  exploit  any  intelligence  gained  during  the  initial  stages 
of  the  operation,  Oie  Camp  Strike  Force  Company  from  TIEN  PHUOC  Special  Forces 
Camp  screened  likely  routes  of  enemy  egress  to  the  southwest  of  the  Brigade's  area 
of  operation.  Engineer  LZ  clearing  and  demolition  teams  and  scout  dog  teams  were 
attached  to  the  maneuver  battalions.  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery 
collocated  one  firing  battery  with  each  of  the  maneuver  battalion  tactical  command 
posts.  (See  Tab  A  to  Inclosure  2,  Operations  Schematics). 

H.  (C)  EXECUTION: 

a.  Methods  of  Operations  To  accomplish  its  assigned  search  and  destroy 
mission  and  effectively  defeat  the  guerrilla  in  his  environment,  the  Brigade 
assumed  a  serai -guerrilla  posture  and  modified  its  methods  of  operation.  The  tactics 
and  techniques  employed,  while  in  this  posture,  were  designed  to  off-set  the  advan¬ 
tages  the  guerrilla  has  when  operating  in  his  environment.  Once,  however,  contact 
was  established  with  the  enemy,  the  cloak  of  the  semi-guerrilla  was  removed  and 
all  available  firepower  was  placed  on  the  enen$'.  The  Brigade  maneuvered  freely 
throughout  its  area  of  operation,  cross  attached  units  and  frequently  changed 
boundaries  to  rapidly  react  to  enemy  movement  and  contacts.  Some  of  the  tactics 
and  techniques  employed  are  discussed  below: 

(1)  Saturation  patrolling:  Because  of  the  very  nature  of  the  enemy, 
specific  or  "hard"  Intel] igence  of  the  eneqy*s  disposition,  strength  and  methods  of 
operation  are  difficult  to  obtain.  Normally  only  the  general  location  (several 
grid  squares)  of  an  enemy  unit  is  known.  To  locate  the  enemy,  all  units  of  the 
Brigade  conducted  extensive  saturation  patrolling.  Companies  were  air  assaulted 
into  multiple  landing  tones  and,  onee  on  the  ground,  patrolled  on  three  or  four 
axes  with  a  platoon  size  force  on  each  axis.  All  platoons  remained  within  sup¬ 
porting  or  reinforcing  distance  of  each  other  (normally  thirty  minutes  marching 
time).  As  the  platoons  searched  along  their  ax»s,  they  periodically  sent  squad  or 
fire  teem  size  patrols  to  the  flanks.  By  employing  this  technique,  large  areas 
were  able  to  be  searched,  the  enemy's  capability  to  determine  the  size  and  direction 
of  movement  of  the  unit  in  his  area  was  reduced,  and  maximum  flexibility  was 
achieved  to  reinforce,  attack  or  encircle  an  enemy  when  contact  was  established, 

(2)  Ambushes:  With  a  search  and  destroy  mission  assigned,  units  of 
the  Brigade  seldom  moved  at  night  unless  there  was  a  specific  operational  require¬ 
ment.  Movement  through  the  jungle  and  detailed  search  of  an  area  at  night  proved 
difficult.  To  deny  the  enemy  complete  freedom  of  movement  at  night,  units  fre¬ 
quently  ambushed  trails  found  during  the  day,  and  if  none  were  found,  lines  of  drift 
such  as  stream  beds  and  ridgelines  were  ambushed.  Periodically,  when  well  used 
trails  were  located  during  the  day,  units  would  imcdlately  ambush  the  trail  for 
one  or  two  hours.  If  enemy  movement  was  not  detected,  units  continued  in  their 
search. 

4 


C  O  A  J  /r  /  l?  As  A  /  r//9  /— 


AVBD-C 

SUBJECT:  Conbat  Operations  After  Action  Report.  Operation  WHlS&ES  (RCSi  M..0  J3-32) 

(K-l) 

(3)  Stay  behind  patrols i  The  enemy  frequently  returns  to  the  battle 
area  or  to  known  bivouac  sltoB  of  US  units.  To  exploit  this  tendency,  units  of 
the  Brigade  positioned  platoons  or  larger  size  units  in  concealed  positions.  An 
inneciate  reaction  force  was  designed  to  reinforce  the  stay  behind  patrol  if 
necessary.  The  length  of  tins  the  patrol  remained  behind  depended  on  the  higher 
unit's  method  of  operation,  mission,  terrain  and  site  of  the  stay  behind  patrol* 

(A)  Raids i  When  specific  or  "hard"  intelligence  woe  received,  raids 
were  planned  and  executed  using  air  mobility  whenever  possible. 

(5)  large  areas  of  operation i  Areas  of  operation  are  required  to 
be  cleared  by  ARVH  forces  and  are,  therefore,  subject  to  being  compromised.  When 
areas  of  operation  only  large  enough  for  a  unit  to  operate  in  at  one  time  are  re¬ 
quested,  the  eneny  can  easily  determine  prebob  la  landing  zones  end  fire  base  loca¬ 
tions.  To  add  a  degree  of  security,  the  Brigade  habitually  requested  areas  of 
operation1  several  times  the  site  it  could  operate  in  at  one  time.  A  seoondary 
reason  for  requesting  large  areas  of  operation  was  to  provide  the  conmander  with 
sufficient  room  to  freely  maneuver  to  exploit  intelligence  from  long  range  ree- 
o:maissance  patrols,  aerial  visual  reconnaissance  and  other  intelligence  sources. 

lb)  Deployment  with  3-5  days  rations:  To  allow  companies  to  fade 
into  the  Jungle  and  assume  a  somi-guerrilla  posture,  all  units  deployed  with  3-5 
days  rations  and,  at  times,  seven  days  ration.  Resupply  was  then  accomplished 
overy  3-5  days.  This  technique  also  prevented  the  uait's  location  from  being 
compromised  by  daily  helicopter  resupply  flights.  Only  for  emergency  reasons  were 
helicopters  allowed  to  land  at  a  unit's  location. 

(7)  Hovement  from  high  to  low  ground:  The  terrain  in  the  are*  of 
operation  was  mountainous  with  dense  vegetation  giving  the  enany  a  distinct  advan¬ 
tage  over  the  Brigade  units.  To  decrease  this  disadvantage,  units  conducted 
their  search  and  destroy  operations  from  high  to  low  ground  whenever  possible. 

(8)  Artillery  collocated  with  infantry:  To  provide  immediately  res¬ 
ponsive  and  coordinated  artillery  support  to  the  maneuver  battalions,  the  Brigade 
collocated  one  direct  support  artiUe  ry  battery  with  each  of  the  infantry  battalion 
taetical  command  posts. 

b.  The  Brigade  initiated  Operation  WHS  IDE  on  U  September  1967  as 
planned.  All  battalions  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  selected  landing  zones 
unopposed  by  the  eneny;  however,  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  did 
detonate  eneny  mines  on  two  of  its  landing  zones.  The  terrain  in  the  area  of 
operation  consisted  of  Jungle  covered  hills,  rolling  hills  with  elephant  grass 
and  flat,  cultivated  lowlands  with  rice  paddies.  The  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry 
was  employed  on  14  September  1967  in  an  area  of  operation  to  the  southeast  of  the 
Brigade  and  given  a  search  and  destroy  mission.  The  initial  phase  of  Operation 
WHEELER  (11-25  September  1967)  produced  no  significantly  large  size  enemy  contacts 
nor  any  information  to  suggest  large  size  enemy  forces  had  operated  in  the  area. 
Daily  eneny  killed  (by  body  count),  however,  averaged  fifteen  per  day.  The  1st 
Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  released  from  Brigade  control  or.  24  September  1967. 

o.  Intelligence  reports  from  numerous  sources  began  to  indicate  that 
large  size  enemy  forces,  to  include  the. 2d  NVA  Division  Headquarters,  were  located 
approximately  seventeen  kilometers  to  the  west  of  the  Brigade's  area  of  operation 
(.VT9324).  The  Brigade  developed  a  new  concept  of  operation  designed  to  block  enemy 
routes  of  egress  in  all  directions  and  slowly  close  in  on  the  encircled  enemy. 

d.  The  second  phase  of  Operation  WHELER  (26  September-  8  October  1967) 
was  initiated  by  air  assaulting  the  1st  and  2d  Battalions  (Airborne),  327th  Infan¬ 
try  Into  landing  zones  to  the  3outh  and  west  of  the  suspected  enemy  locations. 
Because  an  unfordable  river  separated  the  two  battalions  and  the  area  of  operation 
of  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  227th  Infantry  was  too  large  to  effectively  block 
enemy  routes  of  egrsss  with  three  companies,  Company  A,  1st  Battalion  (Airborne), 
327th  Infantry  wus  placed  under  oper  .tional  control  of  the  2d  Battalion.  The 
company  remained  with  the  2d  Battalion  until  2  October  1967  when  it  was  returned 
to  its  parent  unit.  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry,  east  of  the  eneny 
location; ,  conaenced  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  west  on  multiple  axes. 
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To  blook  northern  egress  routes,  one  ARVN  Reconnaissance  Co^>*ny  ties  air  assaulted 
into  blocking  positions  and  operated  with  the  Brigade  from  28  September  to  7  Oct¬ 
ober  1967.  A  US  ferine  reconnaissance  team  from  the  Sth  ferine  Regiment  assisted 
by  screening  areas  west  of  the  ARVN  company.  One  Caap  Strike  Pores  Ooapany  from 
TIEh'  PHUOC  Speoial  Forces  Camp  and  the  Brigade  Security  Platoon  assisted  in  sec¬ 
uring  the  Brigade  firs  bass  consisting  of  one'  battery  eaeh  of  105am  and  155am  how- 
itsers.  (Seo  Tab  B  to  Inclosure  2,  Operation  Schematics). 

e.  Contacts  with  enemy  forces  increased  in  intensity  as  the  battalions 
began  to  close  on  and  patrol  nearer  the  suepected  enemy  division  headquarters.  All 
indications  (enemy  mortars,  recoilless  rifles,  anti-aircraft  fire,  heavy  machine- 
guns,  automatic  weapons,  prisoners  of  war  and  large  sue  forces)  confirmed  the 
fact  that  several  battalions,  and  possibly  the  division  headquarters,  were  located 
between  the  units  of  the  Brigade.  Airatrikes,  Combat  Skyspots  and  artillery  fires 
vo re  employed  extensively  throughout  the  area  on  known  and  suepected  enemy  loca¬ 
tions.  Numerous  small  contacts  were  made  daily  with  the  enemy.  Significant  con¬ 
tacts  are  listed  below. 

(1)  The  tactical  command  post  of  tne  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d 
Infantry  (BT073226)  at  0050  hours  on  27  September  1967  received  an  enemy  mortar, 
recolll'ess  rifle  and  grenade  attack  for  fifteen  minutes.  Results  of  the  attack 
were  7  JS  wounded  (nedevnc),  Interrogation  of  a  HOI  CHANH,  who  rallied  several 
days  after  the  attack, revealed  that  the  mortars  had  fired  prematurely,  landed 

on  the  attacking  force  and  broke  up  the  attack.  The  attack  appeared  to  have  been 
well  planned  but  poorly  executed, 

(2)  it  271645  September  1967  Company  A,  2d  Battalion  (Airbons), 

502d  Infantry  (BTQ47243)  engaged  a  dug  in  enemy  force  who  employed  60sm  mortars, 
automatic  weapons  and  rockets.  Weather  at  the  time  prevented  the  use  of  air 
strikes  and  gunships.  The  contact  lasted  into  the  night.  Results  of  the  contact 
were  2  US  killed,  6  wounded  (medevac),  1  NVA  KIA  (C)  and  1  SKS  captured, 

(3)  Company  C,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  at  290827 
September  1967  near  BT034213  made  contact  with  a. company  aise  enemy  force.  Heavy 
contact  developed  with  artillery,  gunships  and  air  strikes  in  constant  support. 
Contact  was  brokta  at  1813  hours.  Results  were  3  US  killed,  35  wounded  (medevac), 
9  NVA  Kta  (C),  3  AK-47,  1  RPD,  1  B40  rocket  launcher,  1  £Omm  mortar  base  pLate  and 
bi-pod  captured. 

(4)  The  ARVN  company,  blocking  routes  of  egress  to  the  north,  am¬ 
bushed  an  NVA  platoon  at  301300  September  1967  near  BT983272  killing  13  NVA  and 
capturing  3  AK-47  and  2  carbines. 

(5)  At  021445  October  1967  Company  A,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  5C2d 
Infantry  near  BT025239  received  heavy  fire  from  on  unknown  site  enemy  force  enw 
ploying  82mn  mortars,  automatic  weapons  and  .50  caliber  ■acblneguns.  Company  A 
maneuvered  throughout  the  afternoon  employing  artillery,  air  strikes  and  gunships. 
Results  were  7  US  killed  and  17  wounded  (medevac).  Enemy  losses  were  unknown. 

(6)  Battery  C,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery  was  sub¬ 
jected  to  a  50-60  round  mortar  and  recoilless  rifle  attack  at  021815  October  1967 
near  BT0732~6.  Results  were  11  US  wounded  (medevac). 


f.  Visual  reconnaissance  missions  flown  over  the  Brigade's  original 
area  of  operation  reported  numerous  sightings  of  enemy  activity.  To  exploit  this 
intelligence,  the  Brigade  requested  a  fourth  infantry  battalion  be  placed  under 
operational  control  of  the  Erigade,  The  1st  Futt-.lion,  35th  Infantry,  part  of  the 
3d  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division  at  DUC  PHO,  was  airlifted  on  4  October  1967  to 
TAM  KY  (east  of  the  Brigade  area  of  operation)  and  Joined  the  Brigade.  The  bat¬ 
talion  conducted  aimmbile  assaults  on  5  October  1967  into  the  northern  portion  of 
the  Brigade's  original  area  of  operation  and  coraocnced  search  and  destroy  operations 
in'  their  assigned  area  of  operation. 
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g.  Numerous  contacts  with  the  enos^  continued  and  the  Brigade  continued 
to  employ  large  numbers  of  air  strikes,  Coabat  Skye pots  and  artillery  throughout 
the  ares  of  operation  on  known  and  suspected  enemy  locations.  Weather  throughout 
the  area  of  operation  began  to  hamper  seriously  operations .  and,  when  numerous 
sampans  were  sighted  to  the  west  of  the  area  of  operation  (AT8126)  moving  what  wee 
believed  to  be  elements  of  the  enemy  division  headquarters,  action  other  than  Com¬ 
bat  Skyspots  could  not  be  alloyed, 

h.  Three  significant  enemy  contacts  were  made  as  the  battalions  swept 
over  suspected  enemy  locations, 

(1)  Coiqjany  A,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  (B'nn34235) 
occupying  a  defensive  perimeter  *rtiile  resupolying  and  refitting  on  7  October  1967, 
was  attacked  at  0245  hours  by  an  estimated  NVA  company  employing  mortars,  machine- 
guns  and  automatic  weapons.  Artillory,  gunships  and  flareshlps  supported  the  coo- 
P'ny.  Contact  was  broken  at  0620  hours  with  the  enemy  withdrawing  southeast.  Air- 
strikes  were  employed-  on  the  withdrawing  enemy.  Results  were  7  US  killed,  6  wound¬ 
ed  (nedevac),  IB  NVA  KIA  (C),  1  RPD,  12  AX-47,  2  RPO,  and  1  Chinese  Ccataunist  flame¬ 
thrower  captured. 

(2)  At  081340  Octooer  1967  (AT940270)  Company  4,  2d  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  327th  Infantry  made  contact  with  an  estimated  two  NVA  companies.  The  NVA, 
employing  82mm  mortars,  rifle  grenade b  and  automatic  weapons,  conducted  a  two 
pronged  attack  and  s  urrounded  one  platoon  of  Company  A.  Hand  to  hand  contact 
ensued.  Company  B  and  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  of  the  battalion  maneuvered 
against  the  enemy*  caught  the  withdrawing  eqemy  by  surprise,  and  assmulted.  Results 
of  the  contact  were  17  US  killed,  3  wounded  (medevsc),  60  NVA  K1A  (C),  21  small 
arms  weapons  and  1  RPD  captured. 

(1)  Ckuqjany  A,  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  at  091B30  October  1967 
made  contact  with  an  NVA  coopany  near  3T110225.  Company  A,  supported  by  artillery 
and  gunships,  engaged  the  xnaigy.  Heavy  fighting  developed  and  continued  until 
2155  hours  when  the  enemy  broke  contact  and  withdraw  north.  Results  were  ID  US 
killed,  17  wounded  (medovac),  24  NVA  KL,  (C),  and  3  AK-47 1 3  captured. 

i.  With  the  present  area  of  operation  searched  and  with  weather  restrict¬ 
ing  operations  and  resupply  of.  units,  the  Brigade  began  the  third  phase  of  Opera¬ 
tion  'WHEELER  (9  October  to  5  November  1967)  by  reorienting  itself  on  the  original 
area  of  operation  where  the  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  was  making  daily  contacts 
with  the  enemy.  Sinultaineously  with  reorienting  units,  the  Brigade  began  rotat¬ 
ing  companies  back  to  the  Brigade  base  camp  at  CHU  LAI  for  stand-down.  While  the 
2d  Battilion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  (-)  was  at  the  Brigade  base  camp  for  stand- 
down  from  14-20  October  1967,  Company  A  of  the  battalion  Was  placed  under  operation¬ 
al  control  of  the  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry.  The  last  company  to  stand-down 

was  reinserted  into  the  area  of  operation  on  27  October  1967.  (See  Tab  C  Inclosure 
2,  Operation  Schematics). 

Jhanrous  small  contacts  with  the  enemy  continued.  Significant  enemy 
aontacts  as  the  Brigade  reoriented  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  area  of  operation 
are  as  follows: 

(1)  At  150315  October  1967  Battery  A,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th 
Artillery,  located  adjacent  to  the  tactical  oonaand  post  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  327th  Infantry  (BT066252)  was  subjected  to  a  mortar  and  ground  attack.  Cue 
Cary  Strike  Force  Company  from  TIEN  PHUCC  Special  Forces  Camp  was  assisting  in  the 
security  of  the  battery.  The  enemy,  estimated  at  30-40  personnel,  managed  to  dis¬ 
arm  early  warning  devices  and  move  past  the  outside  perimeter.  They  attacked  using 
automatic  weapons,  grenades  and  satchel  charges.  At  one  point,  the  artillery's,  in¬ 
ner  perimeter  was  penetrated.  Bad  weather  precluded  the  use  of  air  strikes  and 
gunships.  The  counter  norVr  radar  positioned  near  the  battery  located  the  enemy 
mortars  which  were  tmr.ediately  engaged  with  artillery.  Contact  was  broken  at  0530 
hours.  Results:  5  US  killed,  21  wounded  (medfevac),  6  CSF  killed,  4  wounded  (med- 
evac);  6  NY/.  KL.  (C),  1  AK-47  and  1  Tram  'istol  captured. 
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(2)  On  22  October  1967  at  1630  hours,  the  Reoannaissnaee  Platoon,  lflt 
Battalion,  35th  Infantry  made  contact  with  an  estimated  MV A  battalion  (BT175210). 
Company  D  of  the  battalion  maneuvered  to  reinforce  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon, 

Heavy  contact  ensued  ar.d  the  enemy  assaulted  the  US  positions  using  hand  grenades 
and  automatic  weapons.  Company  C  was  air  assaulted  into  a  blocking  position  at 
1805  hours  to  the  southeast  of  the  contact,  "Spooky"  was  requested  and  arrived  at 
1910  hours.  Contact  continued  until  2045  hours  when  the  eneqy  withdrew.  Results 
were  2  US  killed,  13  wounded  (medevac),  6  NVA  KIA  (C). 

(3)  Or.  the  sane  day  at  1624  hours,  the  tactical  coinnand  post  of  the 
2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  (BT236126)  received  26  rounds  of  dOsm  mor¬ 
tar  fire  followed  by  si':  rounds  of  rocket  fire  (estimated  B-40  rockets).  Results 
were  8  US  wounded  (medevac). 

(4)  Company  B,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  amde  contact 
with  a  well  entrenched  eneny  at  BT093296  on  27  October  1967.  Approximately  ten 
minutes  after  air  assaulting,  two  platoons  swept  west  fr.im  the  landing  lone  at 
1245  hours,  and  became  heavily  engaged  with  an  estimated  NVA  company  firing  auto¬ 
matic  weapons.  The  company  maneuvered  and  employed  gunships,  artillery  and  aif 
strikes.  At  1607  hours.  Company  A  of  the  battalion  air  assaulted  into  blocking 
posi.ion3  it  BT16C305.  Con tact  with  the  enemy  continued  until  1835  hours,  when 

the  enemy  withdrew  to  the  west.  Results  were  11  US  killed  and  18  wounded  (medevac). 
Enemy  losses  were  9  NVA  KXA  (C),  1  SKS  and  1  pair  of  binoculars  captured. 

k.  The  Brigade  continued  to  orient  an  the  enemy  and  freely  change  bouiyj. 
aries  and  c  rnss-attach  units  whenever  necessary*  From  28-31  October  1967  Company 
C,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  mas  under  the  operational  control  of  the 
1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  because  the  1st  Battalion  was  better  able 
to  control  the  company  because  of  its  locati m. 

l.  With  the  2d  MV;.  Division  elements  avoiding  major  contacts  with  the 
Brigade  during  the  period  28  October  to  4  November  1967,  increased  emphasis  was 
placed  ,n  attempting  to  locate  the  division.  Special  agent  reports  and  other 
intelligence  sources  began  to  indicate  that  the  division  headquarters  was  located 
in  the  vicinity  of  AT9631  which  was  between  the  Brigade  and  the  3d  Brigade,  1st 
Cavai-.  Division  (Airmobile)  operating  to  the  north.  The  Anerlcal  Division  develop¬ 
ed  a  scheme  of  maneuver  employing  the  Brigade  as  a  blocking  force  to  t  he  east  and 
southeast,  a  US  MBrine  battalion  blocking  to  the  northwest,  and  the  3d  Brigade,  let 
Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile)  blocking  to  the  northeast  and  also  attacking  to  the 
northeast  with  two  battalions.  To  provide  forces  to  the  3d  Brigade,  the  1st  Bat¬ 
talion,  3l;th  Infantry  was  released  from  operational  control  of  the  Brigade  on  5 
November  1967  and  placed  under  operational  control  of  the  3d  Brigade, 

m.  The  fousth  phase  of  Operation  HHEJLEE  (6-25  Novmober  1967)  began  with 
a  new  scheme  of  maneuver  for  the  Brigade.  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infpn 
tr7,  operating  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Brigade  area  of  operation  air  assaulted 
into  the  western  portion  and  blocked  routes  of  egress  to  the  east.  The  1st  Bat¬ 
talion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  remained  in  its  area  of  operation  and  reoriented 
to  the  north  to  block  routes  of  egress  to  the  southeast.  The  2d  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  502d  Infantry  displaced  to  the  tactical  c  oscand  post  of  the  1st  Zbttalion, 
35th  Infantry  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  west  and  blocked 
routes  of  egress  to  the  east.  (S«a  Tab  D,  Inclosure  2,  Operations  Schematics), 
Company  C,  2d  .jattalion  (Airborne!,  502d  Infantry  was  placed  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  initially  and  later  the 

2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  from  7-16  November  1967  to  provide  suffic¬ 
ient  forces  to  each  battalion  f or  a cc ooplishlng  its  blocking  mission. 

n.  There  were  many  smll  unit  contacts  which  raised  the  number  of  enery 
killed  (by  body  count)  to  over  1000,  Only  one  significant  cjntact  with  the  enesy 
occurred  during  the  period  6-16  November  1967.  On  li  November  1967  at  1245  hours. 
Company  C,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  (AT952243)  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  MV  A  company.  The  c  c’  ny  maneuvered  throughout  the  a  ft  mun  and  en^  toyed 
artillery,  gunships  and  air  strikes.  The  heaviest  fighting  took  place  between  163CV 
1700  houro.  To  block  enemy  routes  of  escape  to  the  west,  Company  A  of  the  bat- 
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tallon  was  air  assaulted  into  an  area  west  of  the  enemy  at  1725  hours.  Gunshlps 
engaged  several  groups  of  enemy  in  the  general  vicinity  of  the  landing  zone.  By 
1900  hours  the  fighting  was  reduced  to  sporadic  firing.  "Spooky"  arrived  at  1830 
hours  and  fired  on  likely  routes  of  escape.  Results  of  the  contact  were  4  US 
killed,  5  wounded  (medevac),  14  NVA  KIA  (C),  1  NVA  Frf,  1  RPD,  5  AK-47  ,  1  SKS  and 
a  large  number  of  rucksacks  captured. 

o.  On  16  November  1967  the  Amerieal  Division  directed  the  Brigade  to 
reorient  two  companies  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  area  of  operation  (BT1227) 
to  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  and  block  enemy  routes  of  movement  to 
the  south.  The  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  was  assigned. the  mission 
and, in  tum,assigned  the  mission  to  Company  B  and  tc  Company  C  which  was  operat¬ 
ing  with  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th 'Infantry.  Both  coapanies  were  air¬ 
lifted  by  helicopter  to  a  landing  aone  secured  by  -the  Reconnaissance  platoon  of 
the  battalion  and  immediately  began  search  and  destroy  operations.  No  significant 
contacts  with  the  enemy  were  made  by  either  company. 

p.  With  all  elements  of  the  2d  NVA  Division  avoiding  contact  and  intell- 
genco  report?  indicating  that  the  Brigade  had  seriously  hurt  the  division,  the 
Brigade  began  to  prepare  to  move  back  to  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  as  directed  by 
KACV.  From  23-25  November  1967  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry,  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry 
respectively  were  relieved  in  place  by  elements  of  the  196th  light  Infantry  Brigade 
displaeea  to  the  TAM  KY  Airfield  and  moved  by  US  Air  Force  013°  aircraft  to  the 
Brigade's  base  camp  at  PHAN  RANG  for  a  four  day  etand-dowr.  and  preparation  for 
future  operations, 

12.  (C)  RESULTS; 

a.  The  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  accomplished  its  assigned 
mission  of  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  to  find,  fix  and  destroy  VC/ 
NVA  forces  and  to  neutralize  VC/NVA  base  camps. 

b.  The  following  losses  were  inflicted  on  the  enemy: 


Killed  (by  body  count):  1105 
Killed  (estimated) ;  26 

Prisonsrs-VC/NVA:  42/8 
Civil  Defenders:  63 
Returnees:  11 


Individual  weapons :  162 

Individual  weapons  (cache):  24 
Crew  served  weapons:  25 
Crew  served  weapons  (cache):  9 
Rice  (tons):  198.7 


Detainees:  445 


Salt  (tons);  5 


The  following  losses  were  suffered  by  the  Brigade: 

Killed;  124  Weapons  captured/destroyed:  23 

Wounded;  465  Helicopters  destroyed:  10 


Wounded;  465 
Missing:  0 
Captured:  0 


Helicopters  damaged  by  eneny 
fire l  32 


d.  The  ratio  of  enemy  bodys  to  weapons  captured  (cache  not  included)  »s 
6:1,  The  ratio  of  enemy  to  friendly  killed  was  8.3 :1, 

13.  (U)  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATT-IRS: 


a.  Personnel  and  Administration:  Inclosure  3. 
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b.  logistics:  Inclosure  A. 

C.  Civic  Action:  Inclosure  6, 

d.  Commmications!  Inclosure  7. 

1A.  (C)  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHMISUES: 

a.  Combat  Tracker  Team:  Employed  for  the  first  time  by  the  Brigade,  the 
Combat  Tracker  Team  added  an  essential  skill  to  the  conduct  of  search  and  destroy 
operations.  Well  trained  and  professionally  led,  the  teas  reduced  considerably 
the  problem  of  tracking  and  finding  the  enesiy.  On  nurse  roue  occasions,  the  team 
led  maneuver  units  to  base  casps,  well  camouflaged  tunnels  and  bunkers,  hidden 
weapons  and  armunitlmn  caches  and  detected  booby  traps  and  punjl  pits  that  would 
not  have  been  found  without  their  expertise.  With  only  one  team  assigned  to  the 
Brigade  and  because  the  team  could  not  move  for  several  days  with  a  company  and 
still  be  able  to  accomplish  its  mission,  the  team  was  employed  by  placing  each 

of  its  two  sections  in  the  area  of  operation  at  battalion  tactical  command  posts. 
When  a  coag»ny  required  the  team's  assistance,  the  helicopter  serving  the  bat¬ 
talion  picked  up  the  team  and  inserted  it  into  the  company  or  platoon  area  .  dice 
the  mission  mas  accomplished,  the  team  was  extracted  and  placed  at  the  tactical 
conmand  post  far  employment  in  another  area.  This  employment  technique  allowed  the 
team,  and  especially  the  dog,  time  for  rest,  provided  <n»iri mmi  flexibility  to  the 
Brigade,  and  furnished  each  battalion  with  a  readily  available  team  when  needed. 

b.  Personnel  Detector:  The  personnel  detector  or  “People  Sniffer" 
was  used  in  an  airmobile  nude  by  mounting  it  in  a  UH-1D  helicopter.  During  mis¬ 
sions,  two  gunshlps  and  one  spotter  aircraft  would  accompany  the  helicopter  with 
the  personnel  detector.  As  the  detector  aircraft  flew  at  tree  top  level,  a 
spotter  aircraft  would  fly  at  appraximatlny  1500  fe  t  and  ifetermino  the  eocact 
location  of  significant  readings  when  notified  by  personnel  in  the  detector  air¬ 
craft.  Once  an  exact  location  of  a  significant  reading  was  determined,  this 
information  would  be  relayed  to  the  battalion  in  whose  area  of  operatio^the  mis¬ 
sion  was  boing  conducted.  The  battalion  coma&nder  would  then  d etermine 'Uiether 
to  engage  the  target  with  the  tw-  gunshlps,  air  strikes,  artillery  or  to  man¬ 
euver  troops  into  the  area.  When  v.  'tsldo  a  battalions  are  of  operation,  gunshipe 
with  the  "People  Sniffer"  would  lamella .ley  engage  any  area  of  significant  read¬ 
ings. 


e.  "Daisy  Cutters":  The  Brigade  continued  to  use  “Daisy  Cutters", 
500-1000  pound  bomba  with  a  three  foot  pipe  welded  to  the  fuse,  for  landing 
mono  preparation  in  advanoe  of  airmobile  assaulting  troops.  The  "Daisy  Cutters" 
did  not  crater  landing  tones}  however,  they  did  detonate  or  expose  enan^  mlnoa 
on  the  landing  tone  in  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  ljiyact  of  the  bomb. 

d.  Sniper  Teams:  Many  areas  of  the  Brigade's  area  of  operation  were 
suited  for  the  employment  of  sniper  teams.  Hieh  of  the  low  ground  in  the  valleys 
van  rice  paddy  surrounded  by  hedgerows.  Hills  overlooking  the  rice  paddieB 
were  frequently  bare  of  vegetation  and  provided  a  conmanding  view.  Units  of  the 
Brigade  employed  sniper  teams  which  consisted  of  one  sniper  and  one  spotter. 

The  sniper  was  armed  with  a  rifle  and  scope  and  the  spotter  waa  equipped  with 

a  20  power  scope  whish  had  a  wider  field  of  view  than  the  sniper  scope.  Enemy 
were  engaged  by  the  teams  from  distances  of  AC0-1400  meters  with  success, 

e.  KLEl  Projected  Charge-:-  When  intelligence  indicated  that  landing 
tones  were  mined  by  the  ene:^,  the  Brigade  employed  a  technique  of  clearing  mines 
that  used  the  "Daisy  Cutter"  and  the  HIM  Projected  Charge,  Once  the  landing 
tone  had  been  prepared  by  air  strikes  and  artillery,  the  initial  assault  helicop¬ 
ters  would  land  where  the  “Daisy  Cuttere"  had  detonated.  Aboard  eaoh  of  the  in¬ 
itial  helicopters  would  be  three  infantryman  and  two  enginoere.  The  infantrymen 
would  establish  security,  while  the  engineer  employed  end  detonated  the  projected 
cha.go  from  the  area  cleared  by  the  "Daisy  Cutters".  Capable  of  clearing  an  area 
170  feet  long  by  one  foot  wide  of  all  mines  and  exposing  any  mines  foe*-  foot  on 
either  side  of  the  cleared  area,  the  Projected  Charge  enables  subsequent  troop 
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units  to  move  off  the  landing  zone  with  little  danger  of  mines, 

f,  AN/MPQ-4  Radar  Sett  The  artillery  battalion's  organic  counter  mor¬ 
tar  radar  was  positioned  in  the  area  of  operation  by  collocating  it  with  one  of 
the  firing  batteries.  The  radar  was  employed  in  its  normal  role,  but  it  was  also 
used  on  one  occasion  to  guide  in  a  medical  evauation  helicopter  when  critically 
wounded  personnel  needed  evacuation  and  weather  prevented  the  helicopter  from  fly¬ 
ing  with  its  instruments .  The  radar  operator  directed  the  helicopter  to  the  land¬ 
ing  zone,  assisted  it  in  making  a  safe  landing  and  directed  it  out  of  the  area  of 
operation  onoe  the  casualties  were  aboard, 

15.  (C)  COMMANDERS  ANALYSIS 

a.  Lessons  Learned: 

(1)  Item:  &ieny  Pattern  of  Operation 

(a)  Discussion:  The  methods  of  operation,  location  of  base 
camps  and  caches,  and  positioning  and  use  of  defensive  positions  vary  among  the 
er.esy  in  different  areas  of  operation.  Knowing  this  pattern  in  a  particular  area 
of  operation  is  vital  to  the  successful  conduct  of  combat  operations.  For  in¬ 
stance,  if  the  initial  contacts  with  the  enemy  are  made  on  the  military  crests  of 
hills  and  the  enemy  is  in  fortified  positions,  it  can  be  assumed,  with  a  high 
dagrse  of  assurance,  that  the  oneay  will  be  in  siailiar  positions  on  other  hills 
in  the  area. 


(b)  Reconmendation/Solution:  When  operating  in  a  nerw  area  of 
operation,  emphasis  should  bo  placed,  initially,  on  determining  the  pattern  of 
activity  of  the  enemy  forces  in  the  area.  Once  this  information  is  obtained  or 
information  indicates  otherwise,  it  can  be  assumed  that  the  pattern  is  universal 
in  the  area  and  methods  of  operation  ean  be  modified  accordingly. 

(2)  Item:  Securing  landing  Zones 

(a)  Discussion:  During  or  after  an  enemy  contact  when  omer- 
gency  resupply  or  medical  evacuation  is  required,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  secure 
only  the  actual  location  where  the  helicopter  is  to  land.  The  approach  Into 
the  landing  zone  mU3t  be  also  securod, 

(b)  Rccoraoendation/Solution:  Commanders  must  insure  that  both 
the  landing  zone  and  approach  are  secure  or  be  reasonably  sure  that  enemy  forces 
are  not  along  the  aparoach  into  the  landing  zone.  If  it  is  impossible  to  eeeure 
the  approach  or  the  enemy  situation  along  the  op -roach  is  not  known,  this  infor¬ 
mation  oust  be  reported  so  that  gunshlps  can  accompany  the  resupply  or  medical 
evacuation  helicopter. 

(3)  Item:  Province  Reconnaissance  Unit 

(a)  Discussion:  When  operating  in  areas  that  are  populated 
and  under  enemy  control,  a  need  exists  for  an  indigenous  force  familiar  with  the 
population  and  operations  of  the  enemy. 

(b)  Reconmendation/Solution:  Province  Reconnaissance  Units  were 
enqjloyed  with  the  battalions  with  excellent  results.  The  units  proved  exception¬ 
ally  useful  when  searching  villages  and  in  extracting  information  from  the  local 
population. 


(L)  'Item:  Eneny  Returning  to  Base  Camps 


(a)  Discussion: 
returned  to  established  baso  co.-ops 


Tho  NT/;,  encountered  in  the  area  of  operation 
once  Brig-dc  elements  had  swept  the  area. 
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(b)  Recoacandat ion/Solution:  To  take  advantage  of  this  ten¬ 
dency,  units  of  the  Brigade  employed  stay  behind  forces,  or  when  this- wee  not  pos¬ 
sible,  persistant  CS  was  isgjmgnated  into  the  tunnels  and  bunkers. 

(5)  Item:  Field  Artillery  Digital  Automatic  Computer  (FADAC) 

(a)  Discussion:  With  the  inception  and  successful  utilization 
of  the  FADAC,  a  tendency  existed  to  rely  completely  on  the  computer  with  conse¬ 
quent  adverse  effects  on  the  firing  battery's  manual  capability. 

(b)  Recommendation/Solution:  Each  fire  direction  center  main¬ 
tains  two  manual  charts,  one  primary  and  one  cheek.  Additionally,  the  FADAC  ia 
not  used  evary  other  day  to  require  fire  direction  centers  to  use  the  manual 
method  to  maintain  a  proficient  manhal  capability  and  to  allew  service  of  the 
computer. 


(6)  Item:  Defense  Against  fiiesy  Mortars 

(a)  Discussion:  When  resupply  of  units  is  required  by  helicop¬ 
ter,  unit  locations  are  compromised  by  the  flights  of  resupply  aircraft  into  the 
unit.  The  enemy  in  the  area  of  operation  had  and  frequently  employed  mortars 
against  units  of  the  Brigade,  inducing  units  that  had  not  displaced  from  the 
resupply  location. 


(b)  Recoraaendation/Solution:  Resupply  of  units  was  conducted  as 
rapidly  as  possible  and  the  units  then  displaced  to  a  new  location.  In  addition, 
flights  in  and  out  of  the  unit  were  minimised  in  an  atteoftto  decrease  the  enemy's 
ability  to  pinpoint  a  unit's  location. 

b.  Conmanders  Notes: 

(1)  Operation  WHEUfB  produced  the  largest  number  of  enemy  killed 
(by  body  count)  of  any  single  operation  conducted  by  the  Brigad'  since  its  arrival 
in  Vietnam  twenty-eight  months  ago.  The  individual  rifleman  in  the  Brigade 
proved  himself  a  determined  and  ski: led  fighter  against  the  NVA  who  were  well 
armed  and  equipped  and  who  did  not  hesitate  to  maneuver  against  and  attack  units 
of  the  Brigade.  Even  theugh  the  Brigade  was, at  time*,  fighting  battalion  and 
larger  size  enemy  forceSj  the  real  success  of  the  Brigade  was  being  made  by  the 
small  unit  leader  -  the  squad  leader,  platoon  leader  and  company  commander.  Only 
through  their  capabilities  and  tactical  know-hoW  in  searching  for  and  finding  the 
eneiqy  was  the  Brigade  abue  to  account  for  over  1100  enemy  dead, 

(2)  Weather  and  the  mountainous  terrain  combined  to  make  resupply 
by  helicopter  and  the  conduct  of  airmobile  operations  difficult,  particularly 
during  the  first  week  in  October  when  the  Brigade  was  searching  for  the  2d  NVA 
Division  headquarter*.  Because  of  the  intense  monsoon  rains  and  low  clouds,  a 
large  portion  of  the  division  headquarters  was  able  to  successful  y  escape  into 
the  mountains  west  of  the  area  of  operation.  When  sightings  of  large  numbers  of 
sampans  were  made,  moving  what  was  believed  to  be  elements  of  the  division, 
weather  prevented  the  Brigade  from  air  assaulting  and  employing  gunships  or  sir 
strikes.  Only  Combat  Skyspots  could  be  employed  in  the  attack  and  no  assess¬ 
ment  could  .c  made  by  units  on  the  ground. 

(3)  During  the  one  three  day  stand-down  period  conducted  by  the 
Brigade  during  the  operation,  personnel  from  the  Combat  Tracker  Team  taught 
the  rif lemon  of  the  battalions  the  techniques  of  visually  tracking  the  enemy. 

In  addition  the  team  taught  the  riflemm  the  signs  being  used  by  the  enemy  in  the 
Brigade's  area  of  operation  to  indicate  cache  sites,  booby  traps  and  direction 
of  movement. 

16,  (C)  RSCOHMBiD.TI.NS 

a.  Comb’t  Tracker  Teams:  The c urrent  Table  of  Organization  and  Equip¬ 
ment  (TO&E)  for  the  9th  Combat  Tracker  Team  authorizes  the  team  ten  personnel 
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trained  to  operate  in  tvo  five  man  sections.  The  site  of  the  team  is  not  ef¬ 
ficient  to  support  adoouately  a  senarste  airborne  brigade  v*th  four  i-Ortr*  bat¬ 
talions  conducting  counterinsurgency  onorations  in  Vietnam.  The  vem  ratnro  nr  the 
enemy  —  elusive,  capable  of  blending  into  the  terrain,  difficult  to  find  —  re¬ 
quires  that  US  units  have  the  skill  readily  available  to  track  the  enem™  once' con¬ 
tact  is  broken.  Kith  only  two  workable  sections  for  four  irf»n*rv  battalions,  suf¬ 
ficient  sections  are  rot  readily  available  for  use  when  needed.  Tn  addition,  when 
personnel  of  the  team  become  casualties,  arc  on  le»ve  or  P?-P  or  become  sick,  the 
sectiors  carrot  onerate  effcctivelv  because  team  irtonritm  lg  disrupted  when  one 
man  is  absent.  It  is  recommended  that  the  team's  aut'-orired  strength  be  increased 
to  at  least  twenty  rersonnol  organized  into  four  five  mar  sections,  '’his  team 
size  would  provide  adeouate  sunport  for  tho  Brigade  ard  insure  tK*t  e  minlra-m  of 
three  teens  was  always  operational. 

b.  Visual  Tracking:  The  biggest  rroblem  in  fiehting  the  ensue-  in  Vietnam 
is  finding  him  in  order  to  fight  hi".  A  definite  need,  therefore,  exists  »t  the 
rifle  platoon  level  for  personnel  f>nlliar  with  and  trained  in  th»  art  of  visually 
tracking  the  enemy.  Many  situations  arise  during  onerations  when  contact  ia  mad# 
with  the  ereay,  several  are  wounded,  and  manage  to  escane.  Blood  trail*  are  fol¬ 
lowed  because  they  are  relatively  easy  to  locate,  but  once  the  ene"r r  has  time  to 
bandage  himself,  the  average  rlfleraT  loses  th"  trail  and  the  epn™  is  pot  cantrred, 
A  by-product  of  knowing  the  principles  of  tracking  is  the  ability  to  detect  micklv 
things  that  are  out  of  place  or  unusual  such  as  eremv  signs  used  to  designate 
booby  traps,  mines,  punji  pits  or  other  dangers  ahead.  It  is,  therefore,  mcomend- 
cd  that  the  art  of  visual  tracking  be  taught  to  rifleman  prior  to  their  arrival  in 
Vietnam. 


c.  "Daisy  Cutters".:  The  "Daisy  Cutter"  has  proved  to  bo  “n  extremal v 
effective  bomb  for  landing  zone  prep’ration  in  advance  of  aasaultipr  troons  «nd 
for  landing  zone  construction.  It  is  recemrnepded  that  this  bomb  bo  standard  issue 
in  Vietnam  to  insure  adeouate  supply  to  fulfill  its  required  use. 
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Inclosure  1  (Intelligence)  to  Coabet  Operation  After  Action  Report, 
Operation  WHEELER  (U) 

1.  (U)  TERRAIN!  .The  area  of  operation  was  dominated  by  rugged 
mountains  throughout.  With  numerous  hills  and  low  mountains  Increasing  in 
height  to  the  west.  Two  rivers,  the  SONS  CHANS  and  the  SONS  TRANH, 
afforded  natural  routes  of  infiltration  And  communication  as  well  as  one 
major  rice  valley  to  the  north,  paralleling  the  northern  boundary  of 
QUADS  TIN  Province  and  the  southern  boundary  of  QUA  MS  NAM  Province.  The 
majority  of  contacts  and  most  eneny  fortifications  were  found  on  the 
heavily  vegetated  valley  slopes  and  never  far  from  the  valley  floor  and 
rice  crops,  thus  facilitating  food  resupply.  Due  to  increased  rainfall, 
the  SONS 'TRANH  and  SONS  CHANS  Rivera  bscams  major  obstacles  to  ground 
movement; 

2.  (U)  WEATHER!  The  weAther  affected  both  ground  and  air  activity 
considerably  leas  than  anticipated.  Partly  cloudy  skies  with  frequent  late 
afternoon  or  early  evening  rains howere  were  prevalent  and  visibility  wee 
generally  unreetricted.  The  enemy  exploited  the  few  days  of  heavy  rain, 
capitalising  on  our  limited  air  capability  during  inclement  weather.  The 
tenperature  ranged  from  a  high  of  94  degrees  to  a  low  of  72  degreea  while 
the  maximum  and  minimum  humidity  was  99*  and  A6£  respectively. 

3.  (C)  ANALYSIS: 

a.  Intelligence  Analysis! 

(1)  The  initial  stages  of  Operation  WHEEIER  were  character¬ 
ised  by  small  contacts  with. local  force  units  to  include  elements  of  the 
72d  Local; Force  Battalion  and  possibly  the  "K"  VC  Local  Force  companies. 

The  lack  of  contact  in  the  area  and  aignificant  intelligence  to  the 

west  warranted  a  change  in  the  area  of  operation. 

(2)  Once  the  Brigade  moved  west,  significant  contacts  were 
made  with  elements  of  the  2d  NVA  Division  which  were  well  trained  and 
anted  with  modem  ccemunist  bloc  weapons  of  the  "New  Family".  The  enemy's 
base  camps  and  storage  areas  were  seldom  found  high  in  the  mountains  or 
far  from  supporting  populated  areas.  Interrogation  of  local  residents 
Indicated  extensive  enery  control  of  hamlets  within  the  Area  of  Operation 
with  a  complex  infrastructure  of  organisations,  e.g..  Farmers  Association, 
etc.  There  was  continual  movemant  of  NVA  units  through  p-pulated  areas. 
During  Operation  WHEEIER,  the  NVA,  traveling  generally  in  platoon  or 
larger  size  units,  oovsd  predominately  during  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  (0400-0700)  and  late  afternoon-early  evening  (1700-2200),  Using 
major  high  spaed  trails,  enesy  units  moved  six  to  eight  kilometers  a 
night.  Local  residents  were  used  extensively  as  laborers,  to  maintain 
surveillance  of  American  forces  and  aa  an  early  warning  facility. 

Initially,  little  information  was  gained  from  questioning  local  civilians; 
yet  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  operation,  information  was  volunteered  by 
detainees  and  local  Vietnamese  in  the  area.  This  change  in  attitude  was 
probably  due  to  the  heavy  labor  and  rice  requirements  levied  by  NVA  units 
to  support  operations.  Numerous  rice  and  weapon  caches  were  found  in  the 
area. 


(3)  Enemy  Offensive  Operations:  NVA  units  initiated  numerou. 
night  and  daylight  attacks  invariably  supported. by  heavy  exporting  fires 
of  60m  or  81nm  mortars.  The  eneiy  seemed  to, have  abundant  mortar 
ammunition  and  frequently  used  57nn  and  75am  recoilless  rifles  as  well  as 
B-40  rocket  launchers.  Reports  indicated  that  prior  to  a  planned  large 
scale  attack,  shallow  graves  wsre  prepared  for  disposal  of  dead  during 
withdrawal.  The  majority  of  large  eneny  initiated  attacks  occurred  in  late 
afternoon  and  early  evening.  This  was  a  standard  policy  of  most  elements 
of  the  2d  NVA  Division  and  allowed  the  enemy  to  withdraw  under  cover  of 
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darkness  if  the  engagement  w*s  not  In  their  favor  after  the  flrat  hour. 

Thla  also  exploited  the  American  forces  limited  air  support  capability 
at  night.  The  enemy  exploited  periods  of  Inclement  weather  by  initiating 
several  attacks,  confident  that  the  Brigade  could  not  esploy  air  strikes 
or  mmahlps  due  to  poor  visibility. 

(a)  Night  mortar  attacks  were  effective  even  when  not 
followed  by  a  ground-  assault.  The  enemy  continued  to  use  both  the  60 mo 
and  81ms  mortar  for  close  support  In  the  attack,  usually  400  meters  or 
closer  to  the  objective.  Sights  were  seldom  used  and  adjustment  was 
made  either  by  the  gunner  or  by  an  observer- close  enough  to  both  eee 
the  rounds  land  and  to  relay  the  adjustment  by  voice. 

(b)  Prior  to  night  attacks,  lights  were  observed  on 
numerous  occasions  and  were  evidently  used,  As  signals  to  guide  the. unit. 

The  enemy's  comounicat Ion  capability  at  lower  levels  was  poor,  as 
evidenced  on  several  occasions  when  friendly  ambushes  remained  at  the 
earns  location  an  ’entire  day  and  egaged  four  and  five  groups  of  eneiy 
on  the  same  trail. 

(4)  Enemy  Defensive  Operations:  The  Brigade  area  of 
operation  did  not  include  a  major  enemy  base  area’f  however,  fortified 
base  caips  and  storage  areas  were  found.  Of  the  total  large  bunkdr 
conplexsa  found,  the  enemy  defended  only  a  few.  In  these  instances, 
frequent  use  of  outposts  and  land  line  wire  conniunication  was  noted. 

Bunkers  were  mutually  supporting  and  well  built.  Where  two  bunkers 
were  employed,  one  which  was  uasually  well  camouflaged  would  remain 
inactive  until  the  friendly  unit  assaulted  the  other  bunker,  and  would 
then  engage  with  flanking  fire. 

b.  Comnunlcation  Security:  During  Operation  WHEELER,  a  total 
of  6,136  telephone  transmissions  and  69,913  FW  radio  transmissions  were 
monitored.  A  total  of  1,944  man  hours  were  spent  in  sup"ort  of  Ooentiun 
WKEE1ER,  and  fifteen  security  violations  were  monitored.  Types  of 


violations  and  number  follow: 

(1)  Disclosure  of  classified  location:  1 

(2)  Disclosure  of  classified  plans:  i 

(3)  Disclosure  of  callsigns  and  frequencies:  9 

(4)  Use  of  unauthorized  codes  2 

(5)  Disclosure  of  classified  information:  1 

c.  Interrogation  of  Detainees: 


(1)  During  Operation  WHEELER,  all  detainees  were  screened 
initially  by  an  interrogation  team  attached  to  each  battalion,  and 
finally  classified  at  the  9th  ARVN  MI  Detachment  both  in  interrogations 
and  document  translations. 

(2)  Discussion:  Conparison  of  the  figures  for  the  total 
number  of  detainees  picked  up  in  the  field  by  the  battalions  and  the 
number  sent  to  the  Brigade  collection  point  indicated  that  the  majority 
of  these  detainees  were  being  sent  to  the  Brigade.  In  many  instances, 
these  detainees  were  not  knowledgeable  and  need  never  have  come  to  the 
Brigade  command  post  area.  Circumstances  of  capture  of  these  detainees 
were,  for  the  majority,  not  sufficient  to  indicate  any  reason  for  sending 
them  to  the  Brigade-,  Battalions  were  reminded  that  all  regulations 
applicable  to  the  handling  pf  detainees  state  that  units  in  the  field  are 
not  to  generate  refugees.  Unleesthere  was  good  reason,  i.e.,  belligerent 

acta,  suspicious  activities,  etc.,  the  detainee  should  not  be  sent  to  the  Brigade. 
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Maximum  utilisation  must  be  made  of  advisory  personnel  and  Vietnamese 
leaders-  at  district  and  province  headquarters.  National  Police,  and 
other  civilian  channels. 

(3)  Each  battalion  received  one  US  interrogator,  and  when 
ever  were  possible,  two  trained  ARVN  interrogators.  In  addition,  each 
rifle  company  and  reconnaissance  element  should  have  an  interpreter  in 
the  field.  During  Operation  WKEEIER,  especially  while  unite  worked  in 
populated  areas,  the  need  for  interpreters  was  acute.  In  these  areas, 
due  to  valuable  intelligence  to  be  gained  from  interrogation  of  local 
civilians,  a  maneuver  element  was  only  partially  combat  effective 'without 
an  interpreter.  Responsibility  for  procurement  and  assigning  interpreters 
falls  with  the  Brigade  3-1,  In  the  past,  intelligence  needs  had  no 
priority  for  interpreters  over  S-5  or  the  psychological  warfare  section, 
and  battalions  operated  with  one  or  two  interpreters  on  several  occasions. 
It  is  felt  that  since  the  primary  concern  for  interpreters  lies  with  the 
3-2,  procurement  and  assignment  should  also  become  the  S-2  responsibility. 

(A)  Recomaendations: 

(a)  Units  must  Indoctrinate  their  men  to  conplete 
the  capture  data  on  detainoe  tags  in  sufficient  detail  to  provide  an 
intelligence  basis  for  interrogation  and  classification.  The  primary 
factor  in  classification  is  what' the  detainee  was  doing  at  the  time  of 
capture.  Such  statements  as  the  following  are  not  satisfactory!  "Found 
on  S&D  Clearing  Operation;  Village  Sweep".  Battalion  S-2's  must  assume 
the  responsibility  for  correcting  capture  tags  before  the  detrinee  ie 
forwarded.  The  place  of  capture  must  be  checked  for  accuracy  and  must 
indicate  the  actual  point  of  capture.  In  some  caaes,  capture  cards  were 
prepared  at  the  battalion  command  poet  and  given  its  location  for  the 
place  of  capture  of  the  detainee. 

(b)  Full  utilization  of  the  IF.,'  teams  at  the  battalion 
level  must  be  made.  Staple  and  direct  questions  at  that  level  should  be 
concerned  with  answering  questions  of  isnediate  value  to  the  unit  and 
early  dot e rain.-, t ion  of  status.  Innocent  civilians  must  be  identified  as 
early  as  possible  to  minimize  hardships  and  facilitate  their  return  to 
their  village  or  govemaiont  control. 

(c)  Care  should  be  taken  to  insure  that  material* 
captured  with  detainees  are  ferwarded  with  them  for  exploitation  during 
interrogation.  Those  items  Include  radios,  money,  documents,  badgeB  of 
rank  or  military  identifying  equipment  and  other  items.  Such  items  as 
weapons  must  be  reported  with  the  detainee  fund  forwarded  as  soon  as 
possible  for  use  in  interrogation. 

4.  (C)  5-2  AD}  ACTIVITY! 

a.  Visual  Reconnaissance  (VB):  A  major  source  of  Intelligence 
during  Operation  WHEZIER  was  visual  reconnaissance  flown  from  0-1  aircraft 
utilizing  aerial  observers  from  tbe  Imagery  Interpretation  Section,  181 
HI  Detachment,  Reconnaissance  missions  were  flown  daily  during  Operation 
WKSSLER,  and  were  occassionally  limited  by  prohibitive  weather  or  lack  of 
aircraft  because  of  maintenance.  Usually  a  substitute  aircraft  was 
provided  by  division  artillery  in  these  instances.  Visual  reconnaissance 
was  flown  in  areas  requested  by  the  battalion  S-2' a  and  in  the  absence 
of  specific  requests,  flown  in  areas  designated  by  the  brigade  a-  *  or  S-2 
Air,  Coordination  was  made  with  each  battalion  commant  er  prior  to 
entering  his  area  of  iperation,  and  sightings  of  immediate  tactical  value 
were  called  directly  to  that  battalion.  Upon  completion  of  the  visual 
reconnaissancp  flight,  debriefing  was  accomplished  by  the  S-2  Air  and  a 
complete  sunnary  'of  the  visual  reconnaissance  flight  included  in  the  air 
activity  portion  of  the  dally  intelligence  sirmtr.rv.  Visual  reconnaissance 
using  an  0-1  was  effective,  but  was  somewhat  limited  by  the  steed  of  the 
aircraft.  During  low  level  flights,  the  plane  moved  too  fast  for  the 
observers  to  effectively  search.  The  enemy's  anti-air  capability  in  the 
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Brigade  area  of  operation,  coaled  with  the  shortage  of  aircraft, 
prevented  the  use  of  helicopters  for  visual  reconnaissance, 

t,  "People  Sniffer":  "People  Sniffer"  missions  effectively 
produced  intelligence  in  areas  of  heavy  vegetion  where  visual  reconnaissance 
was  ineffective.  It  was  also  invaluable  in  determinii^  the  reliability 
of  agent  report,  locations  of  enary  units,  hospitals  or  storage  areas  as 
derived  from  interrogation  of  detainees  or  from  captured  document. 
Unfortunately,  its  coverage  during  Operation  WKEEIER  was  totally  inadequate 
due  to  aircraft  shortage.  A  "People  Sniffer"  mission  required  a  minimum  of 
one  UH-ID  and  two  gunships  to  support  it.  Because  of  frequent  committments 
for  gunships  within  the  area  of  operation,  "People  Sniffer"  missions 
wore  constantly  cancelled, 

c.  Red  Haze:  Red  Haze  coverage  during  Iteration  WHEEloR  was 
inadequate  for  a  number  of  reasons.  Response  time  to  requests  was  often 
too  slow  to  take  tactical  advantage  of  admissions.  Also,  the  Red  Haze 
missions  had  to  be  cancelled  frequently  because  cf  weather  conditions. 
Thirdly,  the  time  necessary  for  coverage  did  not  allow  for  a  changing 
situation. 

d.  Discussion:  "People  Sniffer",  visual  reconnaissance.  Red  Raze 
and  photo  missions  all  served  as  excellent  sources  of  information. 
Intelligence  derived  from  the  above  and  from  ground  reconnaissance,  and 
agent  reports  all  tied  in  with  interrogation  of  prisoners  of  war  and  document 
readouts  which  produced  accurate  up-to-date  intelligence  pictures. 
Unfortunately,  due'to  support  difficulties,  predominately  with  aircraft, 

air  activity  was  not  constant)  thus  the  Brigade  could  not  capitalize  on 
one  0f  the  best  timely  sources  of  intelligence, 

5.  (C)  LONG  K..NCE  RECONNAISSANCE  DETACHMENT:  The  Brigade  Long 
Range  Reconnaissance  Detachment,  during  Operation  WHEELER,  was  esqjloyed 
within  the  Brigade  area  of  operation  and  usually  under  operational  control 
of  one  of  the  infantry  battalions.  This  was  due  to  the  density  of  large 
tfJ A  forces  within  the  area  and  the  inability  to  provide  an  lnsedlate 
reaction  force  of  significant  size,  due  to  complete  erploynent  of  all 
maneuver  elements.  The  unit  was  employed  effectively  as  both  a  mobile 
long  range  target  aquisition  element,  and  on  stationary- observation  posts 
with  the  mission  of  blocking  enemy  movement  through  the  use  of  artillery 
and  air  strikes.  The  r.eed  for  a  second  officer  in  the  unit  was  apparent. 
While  the  platoon  leader  led  them  in  the  field,  no  officer  lr.  charge  of 
administration,  planning  and  implementation  of  additional  or  planned 
reconnaissance  raissions  was  available, 

6.  (C)  COUNTERINTELLIGENCE  CPER-.TIOfB:  Counterintelligence 
personnel  aided  the  Brigade  and  battalion  staff  in  preparation  for  the 
Annual  General  Inspection  by  conducting  inspections  and  recommending 
changes.  The  Counterintelligence  Cash  Award  Program  for  returnees  and 
local  residents  resulted  indirectly  in  the  capture  of  28  weapons  and  the 
discovery  of  30  tons  of  rice  in  various  chaohes.  Document  security  and 
physical  security  inspections  were  conducted  throughout  the  Brigade  with 
no  significant  discrepencles  noted.  Six  personnel  security  investigations 
were  initiated  developing  thirty -eight  leads, 

7.  (C)  ENEMY  UBSES:  The  following,  losses  were  sustained  by  the 
eneny  during  Operation  WHEELER- 


TOTAL  WITH 

TOTAL  IN 

Personnel: 

WHEEIER 

AMERICAL  . 

COUNTRY 

KIA  (C)  VC/NVA 

793/3L2 

240  5 

5961 

KlA  (P)  VC/MVA 

26/0 

1 33 

2C06 

cow  vc/w. 

4  2/8 

135/33 

60C 

CIVIL  DEFENDANTS 

63 

164 

Unk 

RETURNEES 

11 

15 

49 

DETA  KLEES 

445 

29L2 

5234 

BCDY/APtC  RATIO 

6:1 

4.0:1 

3.8:1 

e;./f;d  kill  il  tid 

8.3:1 

1-1 

9.1:1 

9.3:1 
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b.  Weapons:  Total  -  Individual  -  136  Crew  Served 


Ml  Carbine 

23 

MAS  36 

10 

M16 

1 

Mosin  Nagant 

18 

Ml  Rifle 

8 

SKS 

47 

BAR 

1 

Mauser 

1 

M— 72  LAW 

2 

AK-47 

61 

Thompson  SRC 

1 

MAT  49 

6 

French  SMG 

2 

RPD 

20 

Russian  Carbine 

1 

BMP  LMG 

2 

7.62  Type  51 

1 

B-40  RL 

5 

P-38 

1 

Chicon  75na  RR 

4 

K-44 

3 

Flaas  Thrower 

1 

Arnunition: 

Small  Anas 

2870 

8 Inn  Mortar 

10 

50  Cal 

230 

82rc  Mortar 

40 

12.7 

400 

Chicon  Claymore 

3 

B-40  Rockets 

15 

Bouncing  Betty 

2 

Mines 

60nm  Mortar 

U 

Blasting  Caps 

715 

57an  RR 

1 

75mm  RR 

6 

d.  Pood  Stuff: 

Rice:  198.7  tons 

Salt:  5  tons 

e.  Installations: 

Base  Carps 

Fortified  Bunkers  -  Hut  complexes  -  14 

f.  Signal 

7.  Transistor  radios 

g.  Miscellanous 

731  lbs  Marijuana 
Medical  Supplies 
100  entrenching  tool  heads 
13  Sanpans  destroyed 
10  Sanpans  damaged 
1  Japanese  typewriter 

1  Typewriter,  German  aide  (Vietnamese  characters) 
1  Drill  press 

4  Night  sighting  devises  for  75  RR 
78,300  piasters 
1  -  12.7  HMG  carrage  w/wheels 
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1.  (C)  VC/If/A  ORDER  OF  3..TTI£ 

a,  NVA  I ’nits 

(1)  The  largest  known  unit  operating  within  the  tactical 
areas  of  responsibility  was  the  2d  Worth  Vietnamese  Arny  Division; 

(a)  Headquarters  element  (approximately  200  personnel). 

(b)  Two  MV..  Regiments  (approximately  2,100  personnel). 

(c)  Five  MV..  Support  Battalions  (approximately  1,160 
personnel) , 

(d)  One  VC  Main  Force  Regiment  (approximately  1795 
personnel) . 

(2)  The  3d  NVA  Regiment  was  operating  at  a  reduced 
strength  of  approximately  1,100  due  to  heavy  losses  taken  during  Marine 
Operations  UNION  I  and  II,  from  .April  to  early  June  1967.  Organized 
into  three  battalions  (1st,  2d  and  3d),  these  units  were  considered 
marginally  combat  effective.  The  regiment  was  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  BT  1336. 

(3)  The  21st  NVA  Regiment  was  organized  into  throe  battalions 
(11th,  22d  and  33d)  and  a  headquarters  element  with  a  total  strength  of 
1,000.  Although  operating  at  reduced  strength,  the  unit  remained 
marginally  combat  effective.  The  22d  Battalion,  21st  Regiment  was 
contacted  in  early  August  during  Operation  BENTON,  The  regiment  was 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  BT  1728, 

(A)  Tho  GK-30  Signal  Battalion,  GK-40  Engineer  Battalion 
and  GK-31  Anti  .Aircraft  Battalion  provided  combat  support  for  the  2d 
NVA  Division.  The  combined  strength  of  supporting  battalions  was 
approximately  1,160.  It  was  unlikely  that  the  units  would  operate  as 
battalions  since  they  normally  supported  the  regiments  with  company 
size  elements. 

b.  VC  Main  Force  Units. 

(1)  The  one  Main  Force  Regiment  (1st  VC  Regiment)  was 
subordinate  to  the  2d  N7-.  Division  with  a  strength  of  approximately 
1795  which  was  distributed  among  a  headquartors  element  and  three 
battalions  (AOth,  60th  .and  90tli).  Due  to  losses  incurred  during  Operation, 
KAIflUER  and  an  influx  of  new  personnel,  this  regiment  was  considered 
marginally  combat  effective.  The  regiment  was  located  in  the  vicinitv 

of  DT  062 5-. 

(2)  The  70th  VC  Main  Force  Battalion  was  subordinate  to 
QU..N0  MAM  Province  Headquarters. 

c,  A’C  Local  Force  Units. 

(1)  The  72d  Local  Force  Battalion  was  believed  to  be 
operating  in  the  vicinity  of  UT  1324  with  an  estimated  strength  of  290. 

(2)  There  wore  seven  Local  Force  Companies  believed  to 

bo  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  our  tactical  area  of  operation  or  within 
roir.farcii  *  dist-  nee.  These  units  were  believod  to  be  located  as  follows! 

(a)  74th  local  Force  Conpnry  -  BT  2407 

(b)  706th  Local  Force  Company  -  BT  3113 

(c)  K-51  Local  Force  Company  -  ET  1536 
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(d)  K-52  Local  Force  ^ocji&ny  -  BT  1608 

(e)  K— 53  Local  Force  Corpany  -  BT  3111 

(f)  K-54  Local  Force  Caip&ny  -  BT  2225 

(g)  K-55  local  Force  Company  -  ET  1634 

d.  Base  ..recai  There  waa  no  base  area  within  the  area  of 
operation, 

2.  (C)  ORDER  OF  BATTIE  FlffilJCS  AMD  SIMMARI  IK  THE  OPERATIONAL  AREA! 

a.  Unite  not  contacted  were: 

(1)  The  2d  NVA  Division  Headquarters,  GK-31  Anti  Aircraft 
Battalion,  GK-32  Recoileaa  Rifle  Battalion,  70th  Battalion,  CUAMC  HGA 
Provincial  Unit,  3d  NVA  Regiasnt,  90th  Battalion  1st  VC  Regiment. 

(2)  Elements  of  tne  72d  Battalion. 

(3)  Prisoner  of  war  and  documents  captured  indicated 
the"presence  of  the  GK-30  Signal  Battalion  and  GK-33  Mortar  Battalion 
In  the  area  of  operation.  Two  Prisoners  of  war  from  the  GK-30  Signal 
Battalion  and  the  GK-33  Mortar  Battalion  died  from  wounds.  No  signi¬ 
ficant  contact  with  those  units  was  verified. 

b.  Units  Contacted: 

(1)  On  29  September  1967,  Coapany  C,  2d  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  327th  Infantry  and  Corpany  C,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d 
Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  conpajy  site  unit  in  khakis.  Friendly 
units  employed  artillery  and  gunshlps.  Information  obtained  from  doc¬ 
uments  captured  indicated  this  unit  was  possibly  an  element  of  the  60th 
Battalion,  1st  18  Regiaent .  The  -60th  Battalion  waa  then  believed  to 
fca  In  the  vicinity  AT  9627. 

(2)  The  ARVN  Reconnaissance  Company  operating  with  the  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  platoon  sited 
unit  on  3°  September  1967,  possibly  an  element  of  the  1st  VC  Regiment. 

(3)  On  2  October  1967,  Carp  any  B,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 

50 2d  Infantry  engaged  a  reinforced  NVA  platoon  with  the  aid  of  gun- 
ships  and  artillery.  This  unit  was  possibly  an  elraent  of  the  60th 

C  attallon,  1  VC  Regiment. 

(4)  Cn  3  October  1967,  Coi^jany  A,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 
327th  Infantry  engaged  an  NVA  Battalion  in  fortified  positions.  The 
eneiqy  employed  60nm  and  82jmo  Mortars  and  12,7mm  heavy  machine  guns,  A 
Chieu  Hoi  Returnee  confirmed  this  unit  to  be  the  22d  Battalion,  21st 
Regiment.  The  22d  Battalion  was  thsn  believed  to  be  in  the  vicinity 

3T  1329, 


(5)  On  6  October  1967,  Company  C,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 
502d  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  enemy  platoon  in  tiger  fatigues  car¬ 
rying  an  M-6C  machine  gun.  The  company  employed  gunshlps  and  artillery. 

(6)  Cn  £  October  1967,  Conpany  C,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 
327th  Infantry  received  a  heavy  mortar  and  ground  attack  from  an  es¬ 
timated  reinforced  company  enploying  82nn  mortars.  Cojipany  A,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion  (Airborne),  327th  infantry  engaged  with  artillery  while  Coapahy  R 
and  the  RetonnaissaAce  Platoon  of  the  Battalion  maneuvered  to  assist, 

Ko  positive  identity  was  obtnlr.edj  howevor,  it  was  believed  to  be  elements 
of  the  1st  VC  Regiment  acting  as  a  screening  forco  fer  2d  KVA  Division 
Headquarters  located  t~  tho  west. 
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TAB  A  (Order  of  Battle)  to  I  closure  1  (Intelligenoe)  to  Confcat 
Operation  After  Action  ReporE,  Operation  WHEEIER  (U),  cont«d 

(?)  An  9  October  196?^  Company  Cj  2d  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  327th  Infantry  attacked  the  33d  Battalion  Headq\*rtersj  21at 
NVA  Regine.nt  on  two  sides.  The  results  of  the  engagement,  identified 
the  units  a9  elements  of  the  21st  Regiment,  On  11  October  1967  a  Hoi 
Chanh  captain  confirmed  this  unit  as  tho  33d  Battalion  Headquarters 
of  the  21st  Regiment,  2d  NVA  Division.  The  33d  Battalion  was  then 
believed  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  DT  7125, 

(8)  Cn  15  ctober  1967,  the  Connrnd  Post,  1st  Battalion 
(Airborne),  327th  Infantry  and  Company  A,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne), 

327th  Infantry  received  a  mortar  and  ground  attack  in  which  grenades 
and  aatchel  charges  were  used.  This  enemy  unit  Was  bel* ieved  to  be 
elements  of  the  G!'-40  Engineer  Battalion  Support,  The  GK-40  Engineer 
Battalion  was  believed  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  DT  0315. 

(9)  An  11  November  1967,  Company  C,  2d  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  327th  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  NVA  conp&ny  and  employed 
artillery,  air  strikes  and  gunships.  Documents  capt ’sired  identified 
this  unit  to  be  the  40th  Battalion,  1st  VC  Regiment,  located  at  AT  9524. 

3.  (C)  Friendly  eperatinna  initiated  during  Operation  WHEEI£R  re¬ 

duced  the  energy’s  combat  effectiveness  considerably  and  inflicted  heavy 
losses  in  the  areas  of  weapons,  food  and  manpower*  The  enery  was  forced 
to  split  into  snail  units  to  avoid  decisive  contact  and  to  attempt  to 
regroup  in  safer  areas.  As  a  result,  the  enemy1 n  capability  to  con¬ 
duct  large  operations  was  extremely  limited  and  fevor  decisive  attacks 
are  likely  for  several  months,  (NCIEt  It  is  estimated  that  approx¬ 
imately  one  third  of  the  2d  NVA  Division  became  casualtioB,  either 
killed  or  wounded  )  however,  not  all  enemy  units  of  the  division  were 
contacted). 
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T*D  A  (Order  of  Battle)  to  Inelosura  1  (Intelligence)  to  Ccabat 
Operation  After  Action  Report,  Operation  WHEEIFB  (U),  cont'd 


UNIT 

AKA 

STRENGTH 

CO 

LOCV.Tr  N 

let  Bn,  3d 

Regt 

CONG  TRL'CfC  1 

X-l 

300 

AT  9938 

2d  Bn,  3d  Regt  XU7NG  HA  I 

X-2 

300 

AT  9936 

3d  Bn,  3d  Regt  Factory  #3 

X-3 

300 

AT  9736 

CK-30  Sig  Bn 

RQ  23  Bn 

HAM  TV  2/C 

250 

Unk 

GK-40  Eng  Bn 

RQ  24  Bn 

300 

AT  9436 

CK-33  Arty  En 

RQ  33  Bn 

7th  Bn 

250 

A  '  9438 

70th  Bn,  40th 
Sapper  Bn 

X-70  Company 
7th  Company 

90 

Dl'CC 

Unk 

72d  VCLF  3n 

X-72 

HAI  CONG 

290 

CAP 

DT  2126 

K-57  VCLF  Bn 

107 

65 

KHOA 

rrr  2041 

K-52  VCLF  Co 

C-73,  A. 13 

150 

Ink 

Unk 

K— 53  VCLF  Co 

A, 14,  140  Co 

90 

Unk 

ET  2012 

K-54  VCLF  Co 

C-73,  A. 16 

130 

HOC 

DT  2826 

K-55  VCLF  Co 

Flying  Tiger 
A-21;  PHI  PO 
A-21 

100 

Ink 

DT  1136 

74th  VCLF  Co 

X-74 

50 

TrvticK 

Unk 

70th  Sapper  Co 

50 

Unk 

DT  2415 
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TkD  A  (Order  of  Battle)  to  Inclosure  1  (Intelligence)  to  Combat 


iteration  After  Action  Report, 

Operation  WHESIER  (U), 

cont^d 

UKIT 
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STRENGTH 

CC 

LOG  ATTN 

1st  Bn,  3d 

Rogt 

CONG  TRIP  !C  1 

1-1 

300 

AT  9938 

2d  Dn,  3d  P.egt  XUO.'JG  HA I 

X-2 

300 

AT  9936 

3d  Bn,  3d  Regt  Factory  #3 

X-3 

300 

AT  9736 

CK-30  Sig  Bn 

RQ  23  Dn 

HAM  TU  2/C 

250 

Unk 

GK^fO  Eng  Bn 

RQ  24  Bn 

300 

AT  9436 

GK-33  Arty  Bn 

RQ  33  Dn 

7th  Bn 

250 

AT  9436 

7oth  Dn,  40th 
Sapper  Bn 

X-70  Company 
7th  Company 

90 

DUCC 

Unk 

72d  VCLF  3n 

X-72 

HA i  c:nd 

290 

CA3 

BT  2126 

K-57  VCLF  Dn 

107 

65 

KHOA 

BT  2041 

K-52  VCLF  Co 

C-73,  A.13 

150 

Unk 

Unk 

K— 53  VCLF  Co 

AilA,  110  Co 

90 

Unk 

BT  2812 

K-54  VCLF  Co 

C-73.  A, 16 

130 

HONG 

BT  2826 

K-55  VCLF  Co 

Plying  Tiger 
A-21j  PHI  PC 
A-21 

100 

Unk 

BT  1136 

74th  VCLF  Co 

X-74 

50 

THANK 

Unk 

70th  Sapper  Co 

50 

Unk 

DT  2415 
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After  Action  Report,  Operation  WKEE1£R  (('),  corrt'd 
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TAB  A  (Order  of  Battle)  to  Inclosure  1  (Intelligence)  to  Ccnbat  Operatione 
After  Action  Report.  Operation  WHEEI£R  (U),  cont*d 
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Inelsaun  3  (Personnel  and  administration)  to  Combat  Operations  After 
Aution  dgport,  Operation  WHEELER  (U) 

1.  (C)  LTtJIT  STRENGTHS: 

a,  Beginning  of  Operation  WHEELEH: 

(1)  The  Brigade  personnel  strengths  at  the  beginning  of 
Operation.  WHEELER  were  as  follows: 


Authorized  Augranted  (HTOE) 

4368 

Assigned 

4858 

Present  far  Duty 

4423 

Airhead  -  CHU  LAI 

3537 

Base  Camp  -  PH*N  RANG 

886 

Not  Present  for  IXity 

435 

(2)  The  assigned  strength  was  112$  of  the  augnsnted  authorized 
strengths.  The  present  for  duty  strength  was  101$  of  the  augmented 
authorized  strength. 

(3)  Of  the  not  present  for  duty  strength,  40  were  intransit, 
173  were  TDI/SD  status,  205  on  leave,  10  in  confinement,  1  missing,and 

6  AWOL. 


b.  Conclusion  of  Operation  WHEcLER: 

(1)  The  Brigade  personnel  strengths  at  the  conclusion  o. 
Operation  WHEtLER  were  as  follows: 


■•Authorized  Augmented  (MT0E)  5187 

Assigned  5534 

Present  for  Duty  5' 97 

Airhead  -  QiU  LAI  2«91 

Base  Camp  -  PHAN  RaNO  2306 

Not  Present  for  Buty  337 


(2)  The  assigned  strength  was  107$  of  the  augmented  authoriz rd 

s.rength, 

(3)  °f  the  n*t  pr  sent  for  duty  strength,  13  were  intransit, 
170  were  on  TDY/SD  status,  140  on  leave,  ft  in  confinement,  1  missing, 

and  5  AVOU 

c.  Repla cements  received  during  Operation  'WHEELER  were  assigned 
to  subordinate  units  as  follows: 


Or  F 

EM 

OFF 

1-327 

6 

112 

2-320  U 

93 

2-327 

6 

55 

Spt  Bn  6 

78 

2-502 

11 

32 

Sep  Co  18 

94 

3-506 

2 

40 

d.  Total  replacements  received  during  Operation  WHEELER  were  557. 


2.  (C)  CASUALTIES:  '  Casualties 

UNIT 

HHC  LRftP 
1-32? 

2-327 

2-502 


for  Operati-n  WHEELEr;  were  as  follows: 


KHA 

WKA 

3 

8 

16 

86 

53 

117 

40 

179 

*  38  Battalion  (Airborne),  506  Infantry  Joined  the  Brigade  on  25  Oct  67. 


Doienrjradii  at  y  year  Intervals 
3-1  l>chs!ifv:<l  a/ter  It  year* 

DUD  DIR  5200JO 


Co  AJf*/  Df/J 

34 
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Inclosure  3  (Personnel  and  Administration)  to  Combat  Iterations  After 
Action  Report,  Operation  WHJ££LjK  (U) 

UNIT 

2-320 

A -2-17  Cav 
A-326  Qigr 
181  MI  Det 
42  Inf  (Scout  Cog) 

20  Chem  Det 
501  3ig 
Spt  Bn 

TOTAL 

3.  (U)  FESSOfNEL  PROGRAMS : 

a.  A  Red  Cross  representative,  assigned  to  the  1st  Brigade, 
101st  Airborne  Division,  was  present  at  all  times  in  the  forward  area 

of  operation;  brigade  personnel  also  had  access  to  the  Americal  Division 
Red  Cross  office  in  CHU  LAI. 

b.  The  American  Red  Cross  Center  in  PHAN  RANG  had  a  total 
attendance  of  19,181  during  Operation  WHEELER. 

c.  Cluboobile  visits  during  Operation  WHEELER  were  111, 

(1)  Total  attendance  at  elubmobile  visits  was  6,247. 

(2)  The  elubmobile  unit  travelled  1,262  miles  and  scent 
45  hours  and  50  minutes  in  vehicular  and  air  travel  to  accomplish  their 
mission. 


KHA 

It 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■124 


WHA 

63 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4S5 


d.  The  Chaplain  Section  moved  b7  convoy  to  CHU  LAI.  The 
Chaplain  Section  plan  for  the  operation  was  to  consolidate  the  billeting, 
logistics  and  counselling  facilities  for  all  chaplains  in  one  area.  This 
provided  more  effective  coordination  and  control  of  all  chaplain  facilities. 

(1)  Services  were  held  in  the  tactical  area  of  operation. 

Companies  and  at  times,  platoons  received  religious  services  In  the 

tactical  area  of  operation  at  least  once  every  seven  days.  Brigade 
headquarters  and  ouch  battalion  area  had  Protestant  and  Catholic  services. 
Transportation  was  provided  the  Jewish  personnel  for  their  High  Holiday 
services  at  DA  NANG.  Total  number  of  religious  services  held  during 
Operation  WHEE1ER  was  257. 

(2)  The  Brigade  Chaplain  held  services  for  the  1st  Sattallon,  35th 
Infantry  in  their  area  of  operation  when  they  Were  under  operational 

control  to  the  Brigade. 

(3)  The  Brigade  regulation  on  memorial  services  was  re¬ 
written  during  this  operation, 

4.  (U)  PERSONNEL  PLANNING:  The  Adjutant  General  branch  provided 

the  following  services  during  Operation  WHEELJi: 

a.  There  wore  2,638  awards  processed  during  Operation 

WHEELER. 


Distinguished  Service  Crosses  3 
Distinguished  Flying  Crosses  1 
Silver  Star  63 
Soldier's  Medal  11 
Bronze  Star  for  Valor  228 
aflCOK  for  Valor  120 
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Inelosure  3  (Personnel  and  Adralnietratiun)  to  Combat  Operati  ona  After 
Action  Report,  Operation  VfHESLTS  (U) 


Air  Modal  fa"  Valor 

15 

Legion  of  Merit 

2 

Bronte  Star  (Meritorious) 

266 

Air  Modal  (Meritorious) 

211 

ARCOM  (Meritorious) 

501 

Purple  Heart 

210 

CIS 

870 

CHB 

69 

Parachute  Wing 

32 

b.  Administrative  Services  Division  provided  daily  courier  service 
to  the  forward  area  in  addition  to  its  normal  funetlms  of  distribution  of 
external  and  internal  messages,  control  of  suspenses,  reproduction  service, 
control  of  forms,  Brigade  Classified  Repository,  preparation  of  finalited 
general,  special  and  letter  orders  and  control  of  Brigade  regulations 

and  staff  menoranduns. 

c.  Personnel  management  branch  g've  two  courtesy  Pre-IG  Inspections 
to  all  subordinate  units  of  the  Brigade. 

d.  Records  branch  conducted  recirds  checks  during  the  Brigade 
stand  down  and  placed  special  emphasis  on  records  maintenance  during  this 
period.  There  were  1,666  records  in-processed  and  833  records  were  out- 
processed. 


e.  Personnel  actions  branch  pr  cessed  971  leaves,  congressional 
inquiries,  special  cases,  applications  for  RA  appointment  helicopter 
training  and  Warrant  Officer  appointments,  CCS,  and  direct  cosmlssiens. 

f.  AG  casualty  branch  processed  the  following  during  Operation 

WHSELERt 


Killed  Hostile  Action  120 
Died  of  Wounde  1 
Wounded  Heetila  Action  165 
Killed  Non-hostile  Action  11 
Miscellaneous  Injuries  76 

g.  AG  reenUstment  processed  the  following  during  Operation 

WHEELER: 

ReenLlstmrnts  95 
School  Applications  29 
In-Country  Assignments  12 
CTS  Extensions  of  RA  Personnel  21 
ETS  Extensions  of  /.US  Psreonnel  3 


h.  The  postal  section,  during  Operstlon  WKE.iIA3t,  received  and 
dlapatchod  1,393  pouches  and  sacks  of  mall  with  a  total  weight  of  18,125 
pour.de.  IncomUy.  mail,  with  •  total  of  7,989  sacks  and  pouches,  wra 
processed.  The  weight  of  the  incoming  -ell  was  190,588  pounds.  Transit 
lata  on  mall  is  as  follows: 

Number,  of  days  mail  was  received  and  average  transit  time: 

AIR  MAIL  1ST  CLASS  SURFACE 

95  N/a  6 

1.6  days  6,12  days  27  days 

i.  Finance  division  activities  during  Operstlon  WHEELER  encompassed 
the  following: 
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Inclosure  3  (Personnel  and  Administration)  to  Combat  Operations  After 
Action  Report,  Operation  WHEEI£R  (0) 

(1)  Total  payments  prepared  were  23,501. 

(2)  Total  cash  disbursed  was  $2,464,272.43. 

(3)  Total  checks  written  was  8,626 

(4)  Total  dollar  amounts  of  checks  waB  $4,321 ,657,53. 

(5)  The  finance  officer  an4  deputy  finance  officer  conducted 
tnyday  operations  in  the  tactical  area  of  operation  providing  direct 
financial  advice  to  the  needs  of  the  paratrooper, 

(6)  Tho  smooth  integration  of  the  Finance  Records  of  the 
3d  Battalion  (Airborne),  506th  Infantry  with  thoee  of  the  Brigade  waa 
the  direct  result  of  excellent  prior  coordination  on  the  part  of  the 
Finance  Division,  let  Brigade  and  the  Finance  Division,  101st  Airborne 
Division. 


J.  The  post  exchange  conducted  $442,548.91  worth  of  retail 
business  during  Operation  WHEE1ER.  The  "Mobile  FXn  was  sent  to  the 
forward  area  from  PHAN  RANG  during  the  October  stand  down  and  was 
received  very  favorably  by  the  troopers.  Sales  success  was  encouraging, 

k.  Judge  Advocate  General  activities  during  Operation  WHEELER 
wore  as  follows: 

1,  An  average  of  10  personnel  were  seen  daily  for  legal 

assistance, 

2.  During  Operation  WHEELER  the  following  court  martials 
were  processed: 


GENrKAL 

SFECIAL 

SUM4ARI 

3 

22 

14 
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Inoloaur*  U  (Logistics)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Oper¬ 
ation  WHEELER  (U) 


1.  (C)  Concept  of  Support! 

a.  Generali  External  logistical  Bupport  for  the  forward  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  -irigada  wae  provided  by  the  15th  Support  brigade,  AMERICA! 
Division  and  the  80th  General  Support  Group,  1st  Logistical  Command, 
Internal  logistical  support  woa  provided  by  the  Brigade's  dreanie  support 
battalion. 


b.  Field  Trains!  All  classes  of  supply  and  s.rviees  were  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  field  trains  consisting  of  a  Forward  Support  Elewnt  of  the 
Support  Battalion  and  battalion  trains  elements.  The  Forward  Support 
Element  provided  all  classes  of  supply  to  the  collocated  battalion'  trains 
Which,  in  turn,  supplied  the  rifle  companies  exclusively  by  air  lines  of 
coraounication  direct  from  the  field  trains  location, 

c.  Combat  Trains!  During  the  early  portion  of  Operation  WHEELER, 
resupply  to  the  forward  companies  was  effected  directly  from  the  field 
Chains  location.  This  required  an  average  of  thirty  minutes  flight  tine 
one  way.  With  the  beginning  of  the  monsoon  season  resupply  frcn  the  field 
trains  became  extremely  difficult  due  to  the  unprodioata  >le  weather, 

StoCkage  of  the  tactical  command  post/f ireba3e  locations  were  accomplished 
in  an  attanpt  to  cut  down  the  flight  time  to  the  rifle  companies.  When 
the  weather  became  clear  enough  to  effect  resupply,  utilisation  of  conbat 
trains  cut  down  the  helicopter  flight  time  to  one  quarter  cf  that  required 
to  fly  from  the  field  trains  area. 

d.  Forward  Supply  Points! 

(1)  O.narali  Two  Forward  Supr  ly  Points  were  established  dur¬ 
ing  Operation  WHEELER  in  an  attempt  to  shorten  lines  of  co  jnmication  end 
thereby  cut  down  to  a  miniraisn  the  air  time  of  Army  rotary  wing  resupply 
missions.  Both  Forward  Supply  Points  were  limited  in  nature,  containing 
stockage  of  only  the  os  antialsi  Class  I  (Heal  Combat  Individual),  Class 
III,  Class  V,  water  and  fast  moving  II  A  IV. 

(2)  TIEN  P  UGCi  The  pon«rd  Support  Element  established  a 
Forward  Supply  Point  containing  Claes  V  (without  artillery  ammunition). 

Class  I,  fast  moving  Class  II  and  IV,  engineer  water  point,  and  a  limited 
6000  gallon  helicopter  refuel  and  rearm  point.  Resupply  of  the  Forward 
Supply  Point  was  accomplished  b„  Cl?3  and  C7A  aircraft.  Problems  were 
encountered  in  maintaining  the  required  stoccage  at  the  Forward  Supply 
Point  duo  to  lack  of  apace,  nonavailability  of  aircraft,  and  bad  weather 
wiiich  damaged  the  airfield  and  limited  the  number  of  alrc  aft  sorties. 
Attaspts  were  made  to  stock  the  Forward  Supply  Point  by  CH-1,7  helicopters 
but  they  were  unsuccessful  due  to  a  low  priority  and  the  11,  ltod  number  of 
aircraft  available.  Eventually,  it  was  decided  to  change  the  concept  of 
the  Forward  Supply  Point  fron  one  of  five  days  supply  to  one  for  .or  \jncy 
resupply  only.  Wether  it.  revo'  "t  the  enl  of  the  o- .  ar.'.ti  m  pcr.ittln  ; 
tho  stocks., io  to  be  built  bp  again  through  C7A  sorties. 

(3)  TAH  KYi  A  Forward  Supply  Point  was  established  at  TAM  KT 
oy  the  15th  Support  Brigade  to  affect  resupply  of  the  1st  ,’attallon,  35th 
Infantry  and  toe  2nd  Battalion  (Airborne), 333th  Artillery.  Due  to  the  large 
number  of  rounds  and  weight  of  aomunition  required  to  resupply  the  batteries, 
and  because  of  limited  airlift,  resupjily  to  TIEN  FHUOC  with  artillery  am¬ 
munition  was  impossible.  TAM  KI,  on  toe  other  hand,  could  be  resupplied 

by  truck  convoy.  Subsequent  airlift  from  that  location  cut  air  time  to 
battery  positions  to  half  ot  that  required  to  resupply  directly  frcoi  CHU  LAI. 
The  Forward  Supply  Point  was  effective  until  toe  Arrival  of  the  monsoon 
season  when  flooding  prevented  furthor  stockage 'of  artillery  aa.iunition. 

This  problan  was  solved  by  sending  a  convoy  to  TAM  KY  every  morning  and 
lifting  tho  previously  slung  asr.unition  from  the  SIP  trailers  to  the  fire- 
base  by  CH— lr7  helicopter. 
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Inolosure  h  (Logistics)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Oper¬ 
ation  WHEELER  (U) 

2.  (C)  Material  and  Services i 

a,  Supplyi 

(1)  Clasa  Ii  '  *Moal,  Combat,  Individual11  formed  the  bulk  of 
all  Claas  I  consumed  during  the  opiration,  "A*  rations  vere  feu  tihan  oon- 
dlti  >ns  permitted  and  "A*  ration  sipplemonis  for  *C°  rations  were  readily 
available.  No  significant  shortages  were  encountered.  Total  Class  I  ra¬ 
tions  Issued  was  259,920  and  tot.il  weight  was  1,79. 7  short  tons. 

(2)  Clasa  II  and  IT't  The  bulk  of  Class  II  and  IT  items  used 
by  the  Drigade  was  drawn  through  tho  9Uth  Supply  and  Service  Battalion, 
AMBUCAL  Support  Command.  Short  iges  included  small  sized  fatigues,  poncho 
liners,  ruck  3acks  and,  on  occasion,  bunker  material.  The  Jr  rge  volma  of 

'■  enemy  mortar  fire  received  into  the  battalion  tactical  command  posts  created 
a  demand  for  bunker  material  vhjnh,  at  times,  oxceoded  resources.  A  total 
of  227  short  tons  of  Class  H  ard  17  was  Issued  to  the  forward  olanents. 

'  (3)  Claas  HIl  Tlic  221st  Supply  and  Service  Company  provided 

all,  types  of  Class  XII  In  sufficient  quantities  to  support  logistical  and 
tactical  operations.  The  Brigade  drew  a  total  of  327-3  short  tens  of  Class 
III  and  no  problems  were  encountered. 

(tl)  Class  Vl  Thu  2P5th  Ammunition  Platoon  supplied  tho  Bri- 
rde  with  all  Class  V  items,  'Siore  where  no  significant  problems  or  short- 
egos.  Tho  Brigade  used  a  total.  3556. 2  short  tons  of  Class  7. 

(5)  Water i  Potable  water  was  available  from  two  water  points 
on  CHU  IAI  post.  In  ad  ition.  Company  A,  326th  Engineer  Battalion  (Airborne) 
established  water  points  at  Till  PHDOC  aed  TAM  KT.  During  tho  operation, 
the  Brigade  was  issued  250  gal.cn  collapsible  water  drums.  These  drums 
proved  to  be  such  more  adaptable  to  air  movotent  that  the  UOO  gallon  water 
* .  oilers. 


b.  Maintenance!  Dir  set  support  maintenance  was  providod  by  the 
138th  Maintenance  Battalion  through  the  raintenanco  dot-  chaunt  of  tho  For¬ 
ward  Support  Elan  ant .  Maintenance  problems  included  nonavailability  of 
major  assemblies  which  resulted  in  salvage  of  the  end  item.  U  Brigade 
Command  Maintenance  Management  Inspection  town  was  formed  an-',  all  forward 
uuiits  wore  inspected  during  materlol  readiness  stand-down  periods, 

o.  Transportation! 

(1)  Vehlculari  Duo  to  the  Brigade's  static  position,  veh¬ 
icular  transportation  was  utiliiad  only  for  routine  runs  in  the  base  area, 
ConvcyB  were  dispatched  daily  to  move  sling  loads  of  aranunition  to  TAM  KY. 
Vehicular  support  was  furnished  'tj  tho  143rd  Transportation  Company. 

(2)  Air i  United  States  Air  Force  C123,  C130,  C7A,  and  Army 
Av|ntion  CH-L7  and  UH-1D  aircraft  providod  airlift  support  for  the  entire 
operation.  A  daily  C123  shuttle  between  CHU  LAI  and  “’HAD  RANG  was  sch- 
ef.ulod  in  direct  support  of  the  Brigade.  Three  airlifts  were  conducted  at 
the  close  of  the  operation  oC  tho  23,  2htb  and  25th  of  November  1967, 
moving  three  infantry  battalions  and  three  artillery  batteries.  The  air¬ 
lift  required  eight  sorti3B  to  move  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  In¬ 
fantry  with  its  direct  support  artillery  battery,  eight  sorties  to  move  the 
2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  with  ite  direct  support  artillery 
battery,  and  nine  sorties  to  move  tbe  1st  lattalion  (Airborne),  327th  In¬ 
fantry  with  its  direct  support  artillery  battery  aikl  counter-mortar  radar. 
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Inoloeuro  U  (Logistics)  to  Ccmbat  Operation*  Alter  Action  Report,  Oper¬ 
ation  ViHESLER  (U) 

(3)  Seat  At  tha  close  of  the  operation,  a  sealift  was  con¬ 
ductor  to  PHAN  nun  with  tho  Forward  Support  Element  j  battalion  trains) 
Hoadquartvra  and  Headquartors  Battery,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  330th  A r- 
tiZI-'sri  Troop  A,  2d  Squadron  (Airborne),  17th  Cavalaryj  Conpany  Af  326th 
Engineer  Battalion  (Airborne )j  and  Brigade  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Company,  The  move  required  a  total  of  eight  Landing  Ships,  Tank  (L3T). 

d.  Other  Services  t  Graves  Registration  and  Quartermaster  laundry 
and  bath  services  wore  available  fren  the  221at  Supply  and  Service  Company, 

3,  (C)  Medical  Serviosi 

a.  Generali  Brigade  raodioal  dements  were  employed  in  their  con¬ 
ventional  unit  and  area  support  roles.  Each  battalion  established  and  oper¬ 
ated  an  aid  station  in  the  general  vicinity  of  its  tactioal  oonmand  post. 

Tho  Brigade  Medical  Company  operated  a  forty  bed  medical  facility  at  the 
Brigade  forward  command  post  at  CHU  LAI, 


b.  Hospitalization  and  Evacuation!  Casualties  were  evacuated 
from  field  locations  to  the  2d  Surgical  Hospital  for  treatment.  Those  cas¬ 
ualties  that  could  be  returned  to  duty  within  three  to  five  days  were  re¬ 
leased  to  the  Brigade  Medical  Company  and  casualties  that  required  more 
extensive  care  were  furtlfer  evacuated  to  the  67th  or  85th  Evacuation  Hos¬ 
pitals  looetod  at  QUI  NHON.  During  periods  of  peak  casualty  loads,  it 
became  necessary  to  treat  some  patients  at  tha  rear  by  1st  Karine  Hospital, 
Tho  1st  Marine  Hospital  was  augmented  with  our  professional  and  paramedical 
personnel. 


c.  Aeromedical  Evacuation!  Initially  this  support  was  provided 
by  tho  1,98th  Air  Ambulance  Cempanyj  it  was  subsequently  assigned  to  the 
L5th  Medical  Detachment  (Helicopter  Ambulance),  At  times,  medical  ships 
were  positioned  at  forward  supply  bases  for  praupt  response  to  medical 
evacuation  requli-anenta ,  This  technique  was  osployed  when  the  turn  around 
time  was  considered  excessive. 


d.  Medical  Staticticsi 

(1)  Killed  Hostile  Action!  12), 

(2)  Wounded  Hostile  Action!  L65 

(3)  Non  Hostile  Injuries!  89 

(li)  Significant  Diseases! 


(a) 

Gastroenteritis 

85 

(b) 

Upper  Respiratory  Infection 

12 

Co) 

Nourc  Psychiatric  Conditions 

17 

(*> 

Hepatitis 

10 

(a) 

Malaria 

267 

(f) 

Fever  of  Unknown  Origin 

162 

(g) 

Dermatitis 

80 

(h) 

Amebiasis 

20 

(i) 

Foot  Droolers 

18 
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Ineloaure  5  (Chemical)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report.  Operation 
WHEELER  <U) 

1.  (C)  Generali  Chemical  combat  support  activities  conducted  in  support 
of  Brigade  tactical  units  can  be  catergoriced  as  fol'owsi 

a,  Bsployment  of  riot  control  agent  C3  in  ground  and  air  assault 
operations. 

b.  flams  warfare 

e.  Tunnel  denial  operations 

d.  Destruction/contamination  of  eneny  rloe  and  salt  caches. 

e.  Employment  of  mtnpack  personnel  detector  in  an  intelligence  gather¬ 
ing  role. 

2.  (C)  EXECUTION! 

a.  Aerial  employment  of  riot  control  agent  C3; 

(1)  On  21  September  1967  Company  B,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  502d 
Infantry  made  contact  with  an  unknowi  else  enemy  force  in  bunkered  poeitiene. 
Several  tactical  air  and  artillery  ftrikea  were  called  on  the  enemy  oos.tions; 
however  the  company  contnued  to  receive  heavy  automatic  weapone  fire.  On 

22  September  at  1000H  persistent  riot  control  agent  CS  was  employed  egainet  the 
enemy  utilizing  the  2,75  Inch  rocket  pod  (modified)  ettached  to  a  UH-1D  helicop¬ 
ter.  A  total  of  890  C3  grenades  were  dropped  on  the  enemy  nosition  In  six  low 
level  passes  over  the  target  area.  The  entrenched  NVA  isB»diat»ly  evacuated  their 
bunkers  and  began  fleeing  to  the  west  in  an  attend  to  break  contact.  Tactical 
air  and  artillery  were  used  against  the  fleeing  enemy. 

(2)  On  28  September  1967  Coiipany  B,  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  5C2d 

Infantry  made  contact  with  a  entrenched  a neny  force.  During  the  contact  a  total 
of  696  C3  grenades  were  dropped  on  tne  .enemy  positions  in  four  low  levol  passes 
over  the  target  area.  * 

(3)  On  10  October  1967  Company  C,  l9t  attalion  (Airborne),  327th 
Infantry  pursued  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  into  a  hamlet  comolex  which  con¬ 
tained  several  bunkers  find  was  surrounded  by  a  trench  system.  Prior  to  assault¬ 
ing  the  enemy  positions  a  total  of  890  C3  and  46 2  smoke  grenades  was  dropped 
approximately  50  meters  upwind  of  the  hamlets.  The  CS  and  smoke  drifted  over  the 
target  area  lmnediately  causing  the  enemy  to  e  vacuate  their  trenches  and  bunkors 
while  the  smoke  screened  the  Infantry  company  during  their  assault. 

\4)  On  12  October  1967  Company  A,  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th 
Infantry  received  sniper  fire  from  several  snipers  throughout  the  morning.  Art¬ 
illery  was  called  into  the  general  area  from  whieh  the  sniper’s  were  firing,  with 
negative  results.  At  1300  hours  632  C3  grenades  were  dropped  from  a  low 
flying  UH-1D  helicopter  in  five  passos  over  the  t-irget  area.  The  sniper  fire 
ceased  and  Company  A  continued  its  assigned  mission. 

b.  Contanination/destruction  of  rice  caches!  Of  the  total  rice  tonnage 
captured  by  tactical  elements  of  the  Brigade,  49.6  tons  were  located  in  areas  that 
were  inaccessible  to  helicopters  to  effect  evacuation,  or  due  to  the  tactical 
situation,  could  not  be  extracted.  This  rice  was  destroyed  by  engineer  and  chem¬ 
ical  peraonnel  by  seeding  the  caches  with  C3  and  then  scattering  it  throughout  the 
area  using  cratering  charges.  A  total  of  893  pounds  of  bulk  CS-pcwder  were 
utilized  In  these  operations, 

c.  Flamethrowers!  Two  flamethrowers  were  utilized  by  Company  A,  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry  agEinst  two  er.aoy  bunkers.  The  operations 
were  successful, 

d.  Flame  Field  Expedients;  Fougasse  employments  were  constructed 
at  the  tactical  coanar.ri  post  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry 
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Inelosur*  5  (Chemical)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report ,  Operation 
WEEIER  (U) 

and  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  Tive  eogjlaoeoenta  were  constructs  on  likely 
avenue  of  approaches  to  the  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry  tactical 
command  post,  Four  were  constructed  for  the  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry.  All  en^ 
placements  were  rigged  for  command  detonation, 

e.  Ifenpack  Personnel  Detector  ("People  Sniffer")*  During  Operation 
WHEELS!  the  "People  Sniffer"  was  employed  to  gather  intelligence  information. 
Thirty-three  missions  for  a  total  of  46  hours  were  flown  with  UH-1  series  helleop- 
tere.  Significant  readings  were  Immediately  provided  to  the  Battalion  and  Brigade 
S-2  and  the  Artillery  fire  support  coordinator.  Many  of  the  "People  Sniffer" 
readings  were  incorporated  into  the  artillery  Harassing  and  Inte. diction  fire 
plan. 


(1)  In  the  conduct  of  "People  Sniffer"  operations,  four  helicopters 
were  utilized:  Two  UH-1D  helicopters  (one  serving  as  the  "People  Snif  er"  and 
the  other  served  as  the  reeordlng/extractlon  helicopter  in  the  event  the  "People 
Sniffer  "  Helicopter  was  forced  down)  and  two  gunships.  The  sniffer  ship  flew  at 
tree  top  level  at  speeds  up  to  one-hundred  knots.  The  recording/extraction  ship 
followed  about  500  meters  behind  the  "sniffer"  and  at  an  altitude  of  1000  to  1500 
f«jt.  The  gunships  followed  at  altitude  and  spaed  so  they  could  support  the 
"People  3niffer", 

(2)  Two  machines  were  used  on  each  mission.  A  hot  spot  was  only 
recorded  when  both  machines  registered  a  maximum  reading. 

3.  I£3S0NS  LEARNED 

a.  Manpack  Personnel  Detector  ("People  Sniffers")  are  a  reliable  intel¬ 
ligence  gathering  source.  ' 

b.  Combined  CS/amoke  grenade  missions  can  be  effectively  cohducted  in 
support  of  assaults  of  bunkered  positions  and  fortified  VC/NVA  hamlets. 

c.  Non-Persistent  riot  control  agent  CS  can  be  utilized  to  reduce  enemy 
fire  when  snipers  are  well  concealed  and  only  their  general  location  known. 
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IncloSure  6  {Civil  Affaire)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation 
WHEELER  (U) 

1.  (C)  MISSION!  Ttie  civil  affairs  mission  was  to  control  and  coordinate! 

a.  Refugee  Movement 

b.  Food  Extraction 

C.  Medical  Assistance  (KEDCAP) 

d.  Return  of  Innocent  Civilians 

e.  Animal  Evacuation 

f.  Civic  Action  Projects 

g.  Retribution  of  Supplies  and  Commodities 

h.  Miscellaneous  Activities 

2.  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPE.  ATIONi 

a.  Refugees  were  evacuated  to  province  headquarters  in  TAM  KY  where 
processing  was  conducted  by  goverameni  olficials.  Only  refugees  who  volunteered  to 
depart  the  area  or  those  who  hindered  the  tactical  maneuver  elements  were  extracted. 

b.  Significant  frod  caches  in  the  area  of  operation  were  extracted  to 

TAM  KY  or  TIEN  PKUGC  Special  Forces  Carp*  Food  in  excess  of  two  tons  was  considered 
significant.  enough  to  attempt  extraction#  Every  reasonable  effort,  even  under  ad¬ 
verse  circumstances,  v*>9  exerted  to  extract  polished  rice  or  salt. 

c.  A  relatively  secure  base  of  operations  provided  opportunity  for  a 
bread  iSDCAP  program.  Coordination  was  effected  with  other  tactical  unit6  in  order 
to  identify  clearly  areas  of  rc3oonsibility.  Brigade  units  undertook  responsibility 
for  the  hamlets  of  LY  TP. A,  LON'S  BINH  and  TICH  DONG  in  LY  TIN  District,  QUaNG  TIN 
Province.  One  battalion  was  assign  ,d  to  eich  of  these  three  hamlet b  while  still 
another  battalion  conducted  MEC.'«P  op-rations  *t  the  TIEN  PHUOC  Special  Forces  Camp. 
In  addition,  various  l-EDC.^S  were  conducted  it  selected  areas  throughout  the  area 
of  operation  decerjcing  on  the  tactical  situation,  need  cf  assistance  and  avail¬ 
ability  of  I'.EDCA?  teams. 

d.  Civilians  apprehended  in  the  battle  area  as  suspected  Viet  Cong 
avmathitcTs  were  extract'"*  for  qusst* onin*.  Upon  being  classified  innocent 
civilians,  they  were  returned  tc  their  rcspcctrc  district  in  which  apprehended,  or 
being  of  draft  age,  were  escorted  to  province  headquarters  for  disposition  by 
government  authorities. 

e.  Civic  action  projects  began  slowly  tut  grew  in  site  and  number  as 
securif',  local  interest,  transportation  of  c.ritiodities  ar.cl  coordination  with 
supoly  channels  improved.  The  technique  used  was  ior  CORDS  to  supply  the  materials. 
Brigade  personnel  to  provide  the  supervision  and  technical  advice,  and  the  Vic-t- 
n.tr.csc  nationals  to  perform  the  labor. 

3.  (C)  EXECUTION:  The  civil  affairs  mission  was  executed  in  eight  area*! 


a 

*  Reflag 

ce  Movement 

: 

J.-'. 

u::it 

NUMBER 

EX  :3  ACTED 

TC 

UK- ID  SOR1 

ie 

CK-47  SCOTS 

H 

Sc? 

67 

2-327 

95 

TAH 

KY 

i 

2 

15 

Sep 

67 

2-327 

5 

T*Ji 

KY 

i 

16 

Sop 

67 

2-327 

5 

TAM 

KY 

i 

24 

Sep 

67 

2-502 

3 

T.J-i 

KY 

i 

25 

Sep 

67 

2-32? 

2 

TUi 

KY 

i 

26 

Stp 

67 

2-502 

a 

7  NM 

KY 

i 

27 

Sep 

67 

2-327 

3 

T 

KY 

i 

1 

Oct 

67 

2-327 

4 

T.\M 

KY 

i 

3 

Get 

-'7 

2-327 

i 

TV. 

KY 

i 

5 

Oct 

67 

2-32' 

7 

T.u' 

KY 

2 

6 

Oct 

67 

2-327 

15 

T-M 

KY 

3 

7 

Oct 

67 

2-502 

1 

TV. 

KY 

9 

Oct 

67 

2-327 

1 

T.-j:  KY 

i 

Dovngrvt'd  at  3  V'*t  Intenait 

C  c.  N 

F  I  o  e 

rn 

Dedatsiftei  alter  U  yean 

ITud 

(e 

6»1 

y? 

DOD 

£>|R  5200.10 

10  Oct  67 

2-327 

1 

TAM  KY 

11  Oct  67 

2-502 

1 

TIM  KY 

12  Get  67 

1-327 

19 

TAX  KY 

15  Oct  67 

2-502 

1 

TAP.  KY 

23  Oct  57 

2-502 

13 

TAM  KY 

24  Oct  67 

2-327 

5 

TAM  KY 

25  Oct  67 

2-327 

7 

tap;  KY 

27  Oct  67 

2-502 

13 

TAM  KY 

28  Oct  67 

2-327 

27 

T,M  KY 

29  Oct  67 

2-327 

11 

TAX  KY 

30  Oct  67 

2-327 

27 

TAM  KY 

31  Cct  67 

2-327 

104 

TAPI  KY 

31  Oct  67 

1-327 

2 

TAM  KY 

31  Oct  67 

1-35 

5 

TAM  KY 

1  Nov  67 

1-35 

100 

TAM  ICY 

2  Nov  67 

2-327 

21 

TAM  KY 

3  Nov  67 

2-327 

9 

TAM  KY 

3  Nov  67 

1-35 

50 

TAP,  KY 

7  Nov  67 

2-327 

5 

TAM  KY 

8  Nov  67 

2-32? 

7 

T.iPl  KY 

12  Nov  67 

2-502 

103 

TAJ,  KY 

13  Nov  67 

2-502 

40 

TAP.  KY 

15  Nov  67 

2-502 

72 

T.M  KY 

16  Nov  67 

2-502 

32 

TAP.  KY 

1*1  Nov  67 

2-327 

10 

t.x;  KY 

17  Nov  57 

1-327 

2 

T  M  KY 

18  Nov  67 

2-327 

50 

1.2,  KY 

19  Nov  67 

2-502 

41 

T. j :  KY 

19  Nov  67 

2-327 

13 

T  il  KY 

20  Nev  67 

2-327 

115 

T  KY 

20  Nov  67 

2-502 

30 

TAM  KY 

21  Nev  67 

2-502 

55 

T.P1  KY 

24  Nov  67 

1-327 

_ 2 _ 

T  KY 

TOT.l  F. 

ET'JSEES 

115C 

TO! 

t 

i.  Food 

Extr  ->"t  ior\: 

C  TE 

UNIT 

TYPE 

TONACE 

19  SeD  67 

2-327 

Polished  Rice 

6.5 

TO  Cct  67 

2-327 

Polished  Rice 

13.0 

31  Oct  67 

2-327 

RocK  Salt 

5.0 

I  Nev  67  2-327 

Polished  P.ice 

11.5 

2  Kov  67  2-327  Polished  Rice  7.3 

TOTAL  TONS  1.3-5 


c.  MEDIC  1  ASSIST, INCEi 


D..TE 

UNIT 

NUMBER 

18 

Sep 

67 

1-327 

195 

2A 

Cep 

67 

1-327 

160 

26 

Sep 

67 

2-320 

66 

28 

Sep 

67 

2-502 

83 

29 

Sop 

67 

2-320 

79 

2-502 

155 

30 

Sep 

67 

2-502 

205 

2 

Cct 

67 

2-502 

244 

3 

Oct 

67 

2-320 

77 

4 

Oct 

67 

2-327 

255 

5 

Oct 

67 

2-502 

165 

6 

Oct 

67 

2-720 

9* 

7 

Oct 

67 

1-327 

n 

2-502 

225 

9 

Oct 

67 

2-5C2 

65 

COK)  F  IDF 


1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 
1 
1 
3 


x  scums  60  12 


EXTRACTED  CH-47  SORTIE 

T  AP.  KY  3 
TIE);  PHUOC  7 
TIEN  FKUOC  5 
TIEN  PHUOC  6 
TIEN  PHUOC  4 


TOT.'l  SORTILo  25 


DISTRICT 

LY  TIN 
LY  TIN 
XY  TIN 
TIEN  PHUOC 
LY  TIN 
TIEN  PHUOC 
TIEN  PHL'OC 
TIEN  PHDOC 
LY  TIN 
LY  TIN 
TIEN  PHUOC 
LY  TIN 
LY  TIN 
TIEN  PHUOC 
TUN  PHUOC 
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Inclosure  6  (Civil  Affairs)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Heport,  Operation 
WHEELER  (U)  (Continuation) 


DATS 

UNIT 

NUMPEi 

DISTRICT 

10  Oct  67 

2-320 

98 

LY  TIN 

2-502 

250 

TIEN  PHUOC 

12  Oct  67 

1-327 

150 

LY  TIN 

2-502 

50 

TIEN  PHUOC 

13  Oct  67 

2-327 

150 

LY  TIN 

2-320 

103 

LY  TIN 

15  Oct  67 

2-502 

33 

TIEN  PHUCC 

16  Oct  67 

0-327 

175 

LY  TIN 

17  Oct  67 

2-320 

100 

LY  TIN 

18  Oct  67 

1-327 

111 

LY  TIN 

2-327 

241 

LY  TIN 

20  Oct  67 

2-320 

83 

LY  TIN 

2-327 

177 

LY  TIN 

23  Oct  67 

2-327 

171 

LY  TIN 

, 

1-327 

216 

LY  TIN 

24  Oct  67 

2-502 

215 

TIEN  PHUOC 

2-320 

86 

LY  TIN 

25  Oct  67 

2-502 

358 

TIEN  PHUOC 

2-327 

152 

LY  TIN 

26  Oct.  67 

1-327 

144 

T.tf  KY  . 

27  Oct  67 

2-502 

242 

TIEN  PHUOC 

2-320 

81 

LY  TIN 

28  Oct  67 

1-327 

252 

LY  TIN 

2-327 

90 

LY  TIN 

2-502 

210 

TIES  PHUOC 

30  Oct  67 

2-327 

96 

LY  TIN 

2-502 

1055 

TIEN  PHUOC 

31  Oct  67 

2-320 

167 

LY  TIN 

1-327 

128 

LY  TIN 

2  Nov  67 

2-502 

276 

TIEN  PHUOC 

3  Nov  67 

2-320 

122 

LY  TIN 

1-327 

112 

LY  TIN 

2-327 

142 

LY  TIN 

6  Nov  67 

1-327 

106 

LY  TIN 

2-327 

84 

LY  TIN 

7  Mcv  67 

2-320 

145 

LY  TIN 

8  Nov  67 

2-502 

300 

TIEN  PHUOC 

10  Nov  67 

2-320 

172 

LY  TIN 

1-327 

73 

LY  TIN 

2-327 

104 

LY  TIN 

11  Nov  67 

2-502 

1107 

TIEN  PHUOC 

13  Nov  67 

1-327 

50 

LY  TIN 

2-327 

117 

LY  TT. 

14  Nov  67 

2-320 

201 

LY  TIN 

15  Nov  67 

2-327 

71 

LY  TIN 

16  Nov  67 

1-327 

196 

LY  TIN 

17  Nov  67 

2-320 

151 

LY  TIN 

13 Sep- 13 Nov  All  Units 

_ 

WHEEL  _H  \D 

TOTAL  TREATED 

U.250 

d. 

Innocent 

Clvilianei 

PATE 

NUMBER 

DISTRICT 

UH-lD  SORTIE 

14  Sep  67 

16 

TIEN  PHUOC 

I 

18  Sep  67 

14 

TIEN  PHUOC 

1 

8 

TAM  KY 

2 

19  Sep  67 

4 

TH.iNC-  f-INH 

1 

1 

T"<  KY 

21  Sep  67 

10 

I  Hi  PHUOC 

1 

2 

TH  .NO  SI  VH 

22  So; 

10 

TIEN  .WOC 

1 

1 

THnNO  PINK 

■24 

15 

J1EN  PHUOC 

1 

CoMFlOFfitT  I  H-L 


2^.  TON  VEHICLE 


* 
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Inclosure  6  (Civil  Affairs)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation 
WKlrXER  (U)  (Continuation) 


DATE 

MAIL- 

DISTRICT 

UH-1D  SC-..TIE 

24  TON  VEHICLE 

28  Sep  67 

6 

TIEN  ,'HUCC 

3 

4 

TH.'.N0  BINH 

30  Sep  67 

4 

TIEN  ;’HU0C 

1 

1 

TAM  KY 

6  Oct  67 

4 

TIEN  2HLCC 

2 

4 

THING  BINH 

11 

Till!  KY 

11  Oct  67 

1 

T.M  KY 

1 

12  Oct  67 

6 

TAM  KY 

2 

9 

THING  BINH 

-2 

TIEN  .HUCC 

17  Oct  67 

6 

T.M  KY 

1 

24  Oct  67 

6 

7AM  KY 

1 

26  Oct  67 

7 

TM  KY 

1 

1 

THING  BINH 

28  Oct  67 

13 

TIM  KY 

2 

29  Oct  67 

6 

TIEN  r-HUOC 

1 

4 

THING  BINH 

31  Oct  67 

20 

TIM  KY 

1 

1  Nov  67 

20 

TAM  KY 

1 

5  Nov  67 

31 

TM  KY 

1 

9  Nov  67 

8 

T.'M  KY 

1 

11  Nov  67 

3 

TAT.  KY 

1 

14  Nov  67 

12 

TM  KY 

1 

16  Nov  67 

5 

T.M  KY 

1 

18  Nov  67 

12 

T  M  KY 

1 

20  Nov  67 

IS 

TAM  KY 

1 

TOTAL  I N1ICC 

ENT 

CIVILIANS 

302 

TOTAL  THANS'Ofl 

iTATICN  21  SCHTIES 

8  DISPATCHES 

e. 

Animal  Evacuation: 

UNIT 

NUMBEii 

EVACU  ATED  TO 

TYTE 

15  Ndv  67 

2-502 

1 

TkM  KY 

Chicken 

16  Nov  67 

2-502 

1 

tm.  KY 

<'lg 

TOTAL  ANIMALS  2 


f.  Civic  Action  Projects:  The  following  projects  were  completed: 

1  -  Water  well 
1  -  Water  well  renovated 
3  -  Public  shower  stalls 
5  -  Public  showers 
1  -  Feur  room  school 
3  -  Culverts 

1  -  Three- hundred  fifty  meter  roadway 
x  -  School  flag  pole  foundation 
1  -  Schoolyard  landscaped 
42  -  Housing  units  for  126  families 
1  -  Hoapital/Disprnsary  foundation 

1  -  Three-room  rchocl  foundation 
3  -  Hanl  t  drainage  systems 

200  -  Items  of  school  furniture  (chairs,  tables,  desks) 

2  -  Water  towers 

1  -  Block  and  tackle 

g.  Distribution  of  Supplies  and  Commodities:  The  following  supplies 
and  corjr.od)  ties  wi..\  us..d  ir,  civic  action  pitjjects: 

i'icrc  d  steel  planking  -  132  linear  feet 

Sowing  machine  -  1  each 

Lumber  -  26,100  hoard  fw.t 

Dirt  fill  -  60  cubic  yurds 

Crushed  rock  -  22.5  cubic  yards 

COMRQFMTlBL 
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Inclosure  6  v Civil  Affairs)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation 
KHTTLER  (U)  (Continuation) 


Water  tanks  -  2  (1-532  gal)  (1-300  gal) 

Cement  -  440  sacks 
Tin  roofing  -  800  sheets 
Woven  steel  hose  -  25  feet 
Rice  bags  -  1,134 
Sandbags  -  10, COO  ba.*s 

Steel  culverts  -  3  (2-18"  x  15 ' )  (l-W  X  20') 

Barbed  wire  -  1600  feet 

School  kits  -  225  each 

Water  pumps  -  4i  hp,  3  each 

Toly  ethylene  -  2 560  square  feet 

Shcwer  heads  -  5  each 

Water  pipe  -  li  inch  -  10  feet 

Vlatcr  pipe  -  3/4  inch  -  20  feet 

Water  pine  -  3'1  *  ^0  feet 

Itedical  supplies  -  75  pounds 

Food  -  2,133  pounds 

Sor.p  -  439  pounds 

Tobacco  -  35  pounds 

h.  rtLscellancoue  Activities: 


(1)  Solatium  payments: 

a.  Payment  of  1DOO.OO$VN  to  civilian  worker  accidentally 
injured  performing  daily  hire  labor. 

b.  Payment  of  4000.00SVN  to  parents  of  child  fatally  injured 
by  accidental  ^isch^rrc  of  weapon* 

(2)  Awards  and  Honors? 

(a)  Brigade  Certificates  of  Appreciation: 

(1)  Three  civilian  interpreters  from  QUANG  NG.J  lYcvinee, 

(2)  Senior  Provincial  Advisor  COnDS,  QUANG  N'G'.I  Province. 

(3)  Hamlet  Chief,  LY  Til  A  (H)  LY  TIN  (D),  QUAMG  TIN  (T), 

(b)  Brigade  Appreciation  Plaque: 

(1)  Province  Chief,  QUANG  TIN  Province. 

(2)  Senior  Provincial  «dvisor  COhDS,  QUxNG  NGAI  Province* 

(3)  District  Chief,  N3HIA  H^JH  (D)  QUA  NO  NG/J  (P) 

(4)  District  Chief,  I^C  PHO  (0)  QU  .NO  NG.I  (i ) 

(5)  Province  of  QUANG  TIN 

(c)  Vietnamese  -.wards: 

(1)  Vietnamese  flag  presented  to  Brigade  from  QUANG  TIN 
Province. 

(2)  QUANG  TIN  Province  Chief  recocmcndcd  nine  Brigade 
members  for  Civil  Affairs  award* 

(3)  QUANG  NGAI  Province  recommended  thirty-eight  Brigade 
members  for  Civil  Actions  Honor  Kc-dal. 


(d)  Joint  Honors:  Joint  flag  raising  ceremony  conducted  at  Los 
Banos  Base  Camp.  QUANG  TIN  Province  Chief  and  acting 
Brigade  Commander  Jointly  officiated. 


4.  (C)  1CT.X  OPT..  .TION  WHEELER  STATISTICS: 


a. 

b* 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

e- 

h. 


Refugees  Relocated: 

Feed  Extracted! 

Tc  sons  Red ic all 7  Treated: 
Innocent  Civilians  Returned  1 
Animal  Evacuation1 
Civic  action  .Yojcctsi 
Distribution  of  Supplies  and 
Miscellaneous  Activities: 


Cok*  p  \  rip 


Commodities: 

L 


47 


il50  Persons 
43,5  Tons 
11,250  Persons 
302  Persons 
2  .inimils 
267  Completed 
A*  Indicated 
15  Action, 
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Inclosure  6  (Civil  Affairs)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Lcport,  Operation 
WHEEL!?.  (U)  (Continuation) 

5.  (C)  CIVIL  AFr  I. IS  AtLiYilSi  For  the  following  reasons,  the  Brigaae  has 

encountered  difficulty  in  its  civil  affairs  program. 

(1)  “rcas  not  secured  and  enejny  infested. 

(2)  Frequent  movement  of  friendly  elemonts  A  the  operational  area. 

(3)  Area  cf  operation  accessible  only  by  air  trnns xrtation. 

It  was  observed  that  population  movement  anr.  .control  presented  a  major  problem  to 
QUANG  TIN  frovincu.  Existing  facilities  for  receiving  and  caring  for  refugees 
needs  further  expansion.  Further,  more  government  security  forces  bre  urgently 
needed.  The  road  between  TIEN  ‘HUOC  Special  Forces  Camp  and  TAM  KY  City  needs  to 
be  secured  and  opened,  flans  should  be  developed  for  a  US  counterpart  at  HAlr  DUC  . 
District  and  OVN  authorit”'  at  HIE'  DUC  District.  This  would  allow  province  to 
capitalize  significantly  on  the  impact  of  tactical  operations  and  begin  effective 
pacification  measures  throughout  the  province. 

It  was  noted  that  short  duration,  high  impact  type  civic  action  projects  can 
he  executed  very  ftiooeosfully  in  the  Brigade  forward  area  even  'mder  adverse  con¬ 
ditions.  An  example  cf  this  type  pro j  ct  was  the  building  of  a  four  room  school 
at  LY  TIU  Hamlet.  This  hamlet  had  limited  daytime  security  and  at  night  was  not 
secure.  Even  under  these  circumstances,  the  new  school  was  completed  in  October. 
At  0100  hours  on  7  November  1967,  the  enemy  mortared  the  hamlet.  Following  this 
action,  a  thirty  man  Viet  Cong  force  came  through  the  hamlet,  killed  four  and 
wounded  seventeen  persons  and  abducted  eight  teenagers.  The  Viet  Cong  attempted 
to  destroy  the  new  school  and  did  in  fact,  blow  out  a  wall  section  with  demo¬ 
litions;  the  wall  was  repaired  later  by  the  citizens.  The  citizens,  in  complete 
defiance  of  the  ^ict  Cong,  on  17  November  1967  dedicated  their  6chcol  to  the  101st 
Airborne  Division.  The  citizens  decided  to  emblazon  upon  their  school  the  Screen** 
ing  Engle  shoulder  patch  above  which  is  orinted  in  Vietnamese  "Civil  vifiairs 
Delegation  Frcrr.  101st  airborne  Division  Presented  To  The  People  of  LY  7RA  Hamlet"- 
a  courageous  decision  m*dc.  by  the  hamlet  elders  and  backrd  up  by  an  even  more 
courageous  citizmrv  in  their  fight  against  Viet  Cong  oppression.  The  willing 
support  of  the  hamlet  people  had  certainly  been  won  through  a  short  duration, 
high  imp  ct  civic  ad. ion  project , 
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Incloauro  7  (Cccmunieations)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report, 
Operation  UE57L51  (U) 

1.  (f)  MISSION':  The  Signal  Company  (Provisional)  1st  Brigade,  101st 
Airborns  Division  had  the  mission  of  providing  signal  conter  service  to  unit* 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Brigade  headquarters,  installing  end  operetlng  the 
Brigade  command  signal  systems  and  providing  access  trunks  to  the  Sjrigade 
multichannel  system  for  all  subordinate  elements, 

2.  (0)  OPERATIONS 

o.  General:  The  Signal  Company  (Provisional),  1st  Brigade,  101st 
Airborne  Division  provided  signal  support  during  Operation  VHEELBR  by  estate- 
listing  the  Cigala  command  post  communications  system  ot  CHI'  LAI. 

b,  VHP  Section:  Organic  '/HP  equipment  was  not  used,  VKF  onrrler 
support  was  provided  by  the  509th  Signal  Battalion,  taericol  Division.  Tvelve 
VHP  circuits  were  provided  for  the  Brigade  contend  pest.  Of  these  twelve, 
five  were  cormon  users  and  seven  were  sole  user  teletype  oircuite. 

e.  Hi  Radio:  FT ■  rrdio  communications  vere  established  at  CHU  LAI 
for  Operation  WKETLTT,  The  operation  consisted  of  eight  Brigcde  F11  radio 
nets  as  follows: 

(1)  Brigcde  Command  Let. 

(2)  Brigade  Command  Net  (secure). 

(3)  Brigade  Operation  end  Intelligence  Net. 

(4)  •  Brigede  Administration/Logistics  Net. 

(;)  Brigade  Aviation  Net. 

(6)  General  Purpose  Net. 

(7)  Brigade  Artillery  Pire  Support  Control  Center. 

(G)  Brigade  Radio  Wire  Intigrotion. 

In  addition,  the  Brigrde  entered  the  Amerlccl  Division  Command  net  and 
monitored  fccttrlior.  commend  nets  on  order.  FT!  communlcetions  between  the 
tactical  arec  of  operation  and  the  Brigrde  command  post  were  boosted  by 
Brigade  rutonftic  retransmission  relay  sites.  All  nets  operated  by  the 
Brigcde  were  operational  twenty-four  hours  daily. 

d.  The  MARS  stetion  wes  established  to  provide  phone  patch  service 
to  the  United  States  of  America. 

e.  The  switchboard/wiro  Section  established  the  Brigade  command  post 
communications  at  CDU  L.  I  terminating  96  telephone  circuits.  Approximately 

45  alias  of  wire  were  Installed. 

f.  The  coramnicaticr,  center  terralncted  two  teletype  circuits  at 
Chi'  LAI.  Cne  circuit  ves  to  Ar.ericcl  Division  comur.icatlon  contor  and  one 
to  the  Brigade  rear  communication  center, 

g.  The  AM  radio  section  operated  secure  radio  teletype  circuits 
.  .  CKL'  LAI  and  PKAH  RANG. 

h.  The  maintenance  section  continued  to  provide  signal  maintenance 
support  of  the  Brigcde  Hoadquartors  end  Herdquartors  Conpcny  and  ell  attached 
olenonts , 
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Inolosure  8  (Psychological  Operations)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report, 
Operation  WHEJL3R  (U) 

1.  (U)  MISSION:  Assist  the  ground  commander  in  the  accomplishment  of  his 
tactical  mission  by  issuing  Instructions  to  the  population  and  by  reduoing  the 
combat  effectiveness  of  the  VC  and  NVA  units  by  exploiting  the  psychological 
vulneribillties  of  the  VC  and  NVA, 

2.  (C)  EXECUTION  i 

a.  Generali  taring  Operation  WHEELER  23,323,000  leaflets  were  distribut¬ 
ed  and  191.5  hours  of  loudspeaker  broadcasts  were  made, 

b.  Psychological  Programs!  During  Operation  WHEDIER  the  following  pro¬ 
grams  were  conducted: 

(1)  Leaflets i  Upon  commencement  of  the  operation,  leaflets  were  used 
to  notify  the  civilian  population  of  allied  presence  in  the  area  and  to  promulgate 
curfew  instructions.  After  all  the  eiviliane  had  been  notified,  leaflet  messages 
were  used  to  demoralize  the  VC  and  KVA  and  to  encourage  participation  in  the  CHIEU 
HOI  program. 


(2)  Infrastructure!  A  special  taped  message,  safe  conduct  passes 
and  surrender' instruction  leaflets  were. targeted  against  local  VC  infrastruture 

by  name  each  time  names  and  locations  in  the  area  of  operation  could  be  correlated. 

(3)  Body  Count i  Daily  special  loudspeaker  broadcasts  were  made  ip 
the  area  of  dperation  which  announced  the  day's  and  the  cumulative  enemy  body 
count  for  the  operation. 

(4)  Detainees:  All  personnel  detained  by  Brigade  forces,  that  were 
subsequently  released,  were  given  a  leaflet  which  explained  allied  presenoe  in 
their  area.  It  pointed  out  that,  contary  to  what  they  had  been  told  by  the  VC,  th~ 
American  forces  had  not  harmed  then, 

(5)  Base  Camp  Operations:  loudspeaker  broadcasts  were  made  around 
the  3rig-.de  bc3e  eaap  perimeter  and  along  Highway  1  near  CHN  LAI.  Curfew  instruc¬ 
tions,  election  results,  CHIEU  HOI  instructions  and  folk  Imusic  conposed  the  broad¬ 
casts. 


(6)  MEDCAP:  Tapes  designed  specifically  for  MEDCAP  operatioaa  by 
the  244th  Psychological  Operations  Company  were  played  in  conjunction  with  MEDCAP 
opt. rat  ions.  Additionally,  current  copies  of  TU  DO  (JUSPAO  newspaper)  were  distri¬ 
buted  in  all  areas  in  which  MEDCAP  were  conducted. 

3.  (C)  SFECIAL  PROJECTS  i  Delayed  opening  leaflet  bundles  (DOL)  were  pre¬ 
pared  and  distributed  to  personnel  conducting  visual  reconnaissance  flights.  DOL's 
were  distributed  by  these  personnel  on  nil  enemy  sighted.  Additionally,  DDL's 
containing  a  special  leaflet  were  prepared  and  Issued  to  Air  Force  forward  air 
controllers  for  distribution  in  areas  where  the  eneigy  had  been  located  with  the 
"People  Sniffer"  flights.  Distribution  was  made  following  artillery  fire  or  air- 
strikes. 

4.  (U)  RESULTS  i 

a.  Returnees,  by  month  in  O'JANG  TIN  Province: 

1967  1966 

SEPT  ~U  ~ T 

OCT  40  25 

NOT  71  .  19 

b.  The  highest  monthly  number  for  the  yu.nr  in  Q’JANG  TIN  Province  occurred 
in  the  nunth  of  November#  The  previous  monthly  high  of  54  occured  in  the  month  of 
August  ?-t  which  time  the  Brigride  wa3  conducting  Operation  HOOD  RIVSR  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince. 
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Inolosur*  $  (Psych&logioal  Operations)  to  Coabat  Operation*  Alter  Action  Report, 
Operation  WHEELER  (U) 


5.  (C)  CONCLUSIONS:  The  progressive  Increase  In  the  number  of  HOI  CHANH 

per  month  represents  a  pattern  different  from  that  encountered  previously  by  the 
Brigade  in  the  conduct  of  combat  operations.  In  past  operations  the  greatest 
increase  in  HOI  CHANH  occurred  during  the  first  month  of  operations  alter  which 
the  level  of  returnees  dropped  to  a  lower  figure  (but  still  higher  than  p  evlous 
months  when  no  operations  were  conducted  in  the  area).  This  difference  in  pattern 
could  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  prior  to  Operation  WHEELER  no  large  scale 
combat  operations  had  been  conducted  in  the  province.  The  VC  and  NVA  were  well 
armed,  equipped  and  had  high  morale.  The  suffering  of  many  defeats  over  a  pro¬ 
longed  period  apparently  resulted  in  a  lowering  of  the  enemy's  morale  with  the 
resultant  increase  in  retumoos  as  the  enemy  situation  deteriorated.  In  the  future, 
the  eneny  in  the  area  mill  probably  react  to  friendly  operations  in  the  more  nonml 
manner  j  i,e,  the  most  returnees  in  the  first  month  followed  by  s  small  drop  in 
suceeding  months  as  long  as  the  me^iry  of  Oper*  ion  WKE  LER  effects  their  mental 
set. 


6.  (C)  PR08L9C  AREAS! 

a.  Speaker  Ship  Control!  Ccnaunieations  were  lacking  between  the  divi¬ 
sion  headquarters  and  supporting  PSYOP  aircraft  which  precluded  adequate  control  of 
the  aircraft  during  the  conduct  of  loudspeaker  missions.  Cn  seve-al  oc cessions,  . 
the  loudspeaker  aircraft  interfered  with  artillery  fire  missions  being  conducted 
in  the  area  of  operation  and  could  not  be  advised  to  leave  the  area. 

b.  Delays  In  leaflet  printing!  The  time  required  to  obtain  leaflets  from 
the  244th  Psychological  Operation  Company  was  excessive.  On  one  occasion,  two 
week*  elapsed  between  request  for  a  leaflet  and  d  elivery.  On  this  same  occasion 

a  stock  of  leaflets  arrived  after  ten  days  with  an  incorrect  message.  The  addition¬ 
al  delay  resulted  from  the  leaflet  having  to  be  reprinted  correctly. 

c.  Leaflet  quality:  In  general,  leaflets  printed  by  the  244th.  Psycholo¬ 
gical  Operation  Company  were  of  poor  quality.  Pictures  were  net  clear,  layout 
was  poor  and  color  selection,  when  color  was  used,  was  poorly  determined. 

d.  Leaflet  Rollers:  A  machine  to  roll  leaflets  for  insertion  into  art¬ 
illery  leaflet  rounds  was  not  available  for  use  thru  PSYOP  supporting  agencies  al¬ 
though  a  requirement  existed  within  the  Brigade  for  such  a  machine. 

e.  lack  of  detailed  psycholoclmal  operations  intelligence  and  feedback 
continue  to  be  the  two  greatest  problems  in  the  field  of  PSYOPS.  Detailed  appeals 
cannot  be  devised  because  o£  this  lack  nor  nan  accurate  evaluation  of  effective¬ 
ness  bo  conducted.  As  a  result  only  general  appeals  can  be  used  which  limit  the 
effectiveness  of  the  psychological  operations  being  conducted. 
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Inc  Insure  9  (Engineer)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation 
WHE  OER  (U) 

X.  (U)  MISSION:  provide  direct  combat  engineer  support  to  all  organic  and 
attached  elements  of  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Divieion. 

2.  (U)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION:  Che  combat  engineer  platoon  from  Co^jany  A, 

326th  aigineer  Battalion  (Airborne),  mbs  placed  in  direct  «pport  of  each  of  the 
three  organic  maneuver  battalions.  The  newly  formed  4th  platoon  was  placed  in  direct 
support  of  the  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  and  later  the  let  Battalion,  35th 
Infantry.  The  remainder  of  the  company  was  placed  in  general  support  of  the  Bri¬ 
gade. 

3.  (C>  EXECUTION: 

a.  The  platoon  in  support  of  maneuver  battalions  plaeed  one  landing 

zone  clearing  and  demolition  team  with  each  rifls  company  and  kept  an  emergency  team 
at  the  battalion  tactical  coamand  post.  Normal  missions  included  demolition  of 
tunnels  and  bunkers,  mine  clearing,  helicopter  landing  zone  construction,  explosive 
disposal  and  bunker  construction. 

b.  The  company  (-)  performed  the  following  missions r 

(1)  Construction  of  roads  and  drainage 

(2)  Structures 

(3)  Minor  structure  construction 

(4)  Civic  action  construction 

(5)  Mine  clearing 

(6)  Explosive  ordnance  disposal 

c.  The  following  statistics  were  amassed  during  Operation  WHEELER: 

(1)  Explosive  ordnance  destruction: 

Item  Amount  destroyed 

500  #  bomb* 

250  #  boobe 
H16  AP  mine# 

Butterfly  Bomb,  K83 
82ssa  Mortar  rounds 
toan  Mortar  rounds 
Mortar  rounds 
4,2  Inch  Mortar  rounds 
H79  rounds 
Chi com  grenades 
57mm  RR  rounds 
75mm  RR  rounds 
105nn  rounds 
BLU-3 
LAW 

>0841  Mines 
175cm  rounds 
Chicom  mine 

(2)  Helicopter  landing  zones  cleared:  57 

(3)  Eheny  bunkers  destroyed:  53 

(4)  Bunkers  constructed  for  friendly  forces:  26 
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Iholosure  9  (fiigineer)  to  Combnt  Oper-.tion  (Utter  Action  Report,  Operation 

whekier  (a) 

($)  Tunnels  and  tunnel  complexes  destro7«di  17 

d.  Friendly  losses  for  (deration  WHEELER  were  one  engineer  tilled  ami 
four  engineers  wounded,  Bieoy  killed  by  engineer  personnel  are  included  in  those 
reported  by  the  maneuver  battalions  to  which  they  were  in  direct  support. 

4.  (C)  PR0B1EHS  AREAS  AND  LESSONS  LEARNED) 

a.  The  construction  capability  of  the  engineer  company  continues  to  be 
hampered  by  the  lack  of  airmobile  engineer  equipment,  primarily  the  lack  of  a 
vibrator/  compactor,  an  airmobile  grader,  and  peneprime  distribution  equipment. 
Issue  of  the  airmobile  engineer  equipment  kit  (estimated  in  December  1967)  would 
eliminate  this  problem  area. 

b.  The  carbide  tipped  chain  saw  (Ensure  195)  scheduled  for  issme  in  Nov¬ 
ember  1967  is  sorely  needed. 

c.  The  tunnel  exploration  kit  (Ensure  64)  is  needed, 

d.  A  more  powerful  liquid  explosive  (Astrolite  -  G)  is  needed  for  more 
effective  tunnel  destruction. 

e.  It  was  found  that  mined  helicopter  landing  cones  necessitated  thorough 
air  strike  preparation  and  a  method  to  get  the  troops  safely  off  the  landing  cone. 

A  method  was  proposed  and  tested  which  involved  the  use  of  the  ni’ projected  mine 
clearing  charge  to  provide  cleared  paths  off  the  landing  zone.  Use  of  these  charg¬ 
es  by  engineers  in  the  first  lift  of  troops  into  the  landing  Zone  was  accomplished 
prior  to  entry  of  other  troops  into  the  landing  zone.  A  number  of  these  Ml  pro¬ 
jected  charges  are  now  on  hand  for  future  operations, 

f»  &iemy  use  of  captured  K16  antipersonnel  mines  necessitated  an  W6 
mine  study  and  training  program  to  lessen  casualties  and  eliminate  misconceptions. 
It  was  effectively  demonstrated  that  the  mine  does  detonate  oiien  pressure  of  8-20 

Pounds  is  applied  to  the  prongs  of  the  fuse  and  that  the  mine  will  detonate  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  or  not  the  mine  bounds  out  of  the  ground,  and  that  the  weight 
of  an  average  man  will  not  keep  the  mine  from  bounding.  It  was  further  demon¬ 
strated  th,h  a  man  has  2|  seconds  after  initiating  the  fuse  to  take  some  sort  of 
action.  The  action  that  will  minimize  casulties  is  to  hit  the  ground,  yell  "MINE" 
and  cover  up  as  a  3oldlor  would  for  an  inc.ming  grenade. 

g.  'inere  is  a  consistent  danger  of  premature  detonation  of  Ml  811  ClaymOfe 
Mines  by  static  electricity,  lighting,  and  most  probably,  by  currents  caused  by 
radio  frequency  signals.  There  is  extreme  danger  of  this  at  the  battalion  tac¬ 
tical  eonnand  posts  where  many  radios  are  present  and  counter  mortar  radar  is 
frequently  placed.  The  safety  procedure  necessary  to  prevent  these  premature 
detonations  is  always  to  keep  the  short  dig  plug  con  ected  to  the  firing  wire  except 
when  the  firing  device  is  connected  for  firing. 
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Inclosure  10  (Artillery)  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report.  Operation 
WHESLER  (U)  ^ 


1.  (C )  MISSION:  The  2d  BatV  lion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery  supported  the 
let  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division.  Buttery  C,  3d  Battalion  (155T),  2.6th  Artil¬ 
lery  was  assigned  the  mission  of  reinforcing  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th 
Artillery.  Proa  U  to  24  September  1967  Battery  B,  2d  Battalion  (105T),  9th 
Artillery  was  placed  under  operational  control  (OPCON)  of  the  battalion  and  pro¬ 
vided  support  for  the  1st  Battalion,  14th  Infantry.  From  4  October  to  4''tIovember 
1967  B-ttery  A,  2d  Battalion  (105T),  9th  Artillery  was  placed  under  the  OPCOK  of 
the  battalion  and  provided  support  for  the  1st  Battalion,  35th  lnfant-y.  A  search¬ 
light  section  (two  lights)  from  Battery  B,  29th  Artillery  was  placed  under  the 
OPCOC  of  tho  battalion  and  collocated  with  the  tactical  command  post,  2d  Battalion 
(Airborne),'  327th  Infantry  from  7  to  24  November  1967. 

2.  (C)  SUtMARY  OF  OPERATIONS j 

a.  In  the  conduct  of  Operation  WHEELER,  the  same  techniques  of  artillery 
employment  that  have  proven  successful  in  the  past  were  employed.  The  three 
organic  batteries  of  the  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  Artillery  continued  to  pro¬ 
vide  support  for  their  norm' lly  associated  infantry  battalions  from  firin'  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  vicinity  cf  the  infan  ry  tactical  command  posts. 

b.  The  An/1(PQ-4A  Ceuntermortar  Radar  was  plac'd  under  the  OPGON  of  the 
Amerioal  Division  on  11  September  1967  and  remained  in  the  CHU  LAI  base  area.  On 
3  Octob-r  1967  the  radar  section  terminated  OPCCJJ  of  the  division  end  conducted  en 
airmobile  displacement  to  the  firehose  at  AT  992182,  Vfhile  at  this  laoa.tion,  It 
ws.s  necessery  to  establish  a  Tactical  Intolligcn.co  Center  eclloca.tod  with  the 
radar  section.  This  center  kept  continuous,  up. to- da- o  plots  of  all  friendly 
locations,  czlmuth-rango  plots  of  all  loc'tions  and  record  of  all  hostile  mortar 
locations  previously  determined  and  ongagod.  Diroct  communications  wore  main¬ 
tained  on  the  b  ttr lion  command  not  to  provldo  rapid  rosponso  in  case  of  on  enemy 
mortar  attack  on  ny  friendly  element  within  ranro.  The  personnel  to  man  this 
conter  crmo  from  the  b  tt-lion  survey  section.  Upon  extraction  of  tho  fircbascj 
the  ridrr  section,  to  lnclu'e  'hq  Tactical  Intelligence  Center,  conducted  an  air¬ 
mobile  displacement  on  17  October  1967  to  BT  132202  and  was  collocated  with  the 
tr.otic-.l  command  post  of  the  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry,  later  replaced  by  tho 
2d  Battalion  (Alrbornh),  '502d  Infantry, 

cl  Adcltonal.  forward  observer  requirements  wore  imposed  on  tho  2d 
Battalion  (Airborne),  320th  ..'rtillory  with  a.  Mobile  Striko  Farce  Ccnpony  from 
Company  C,  5th  Special  Farcos  Group  (DA  HAKG)  and  the  Roconnaissanco  Company,  2d 
AR.VH  Division  being  attache''  to  tho  Brigade  from  11  Scptombcr  to  2  October  1967  . 
and  from  28  September  to  7  October  19£7,  respoetivoly.  This  requirement  excoodod 
tho  organic  capability  of  the  b  ttalion;  however,  two  additional  forward  observer 
sections  wore  formed  and  provided  to  the  two  units  by  uolng  personnel  from  organic 
sections  and  bat  alien  headquarters.  Two  additional  liaison  sections  were  also 
formed  from  battalion  resources.  Ono  section  was  looted  at  TIE!'  PHU0C  Special 
Forces  Camp  to  clear  fire  mission  grids  and  obtain  political  cloara.ncc  a.s  roquirod. 
Tho  other  liaison  section  was  Initially  collocatod  with  B.  ttc  y  C,  1st  Battalion 
(105T),  77th  Artillery  :t  QUE  SON  (BT  028341),  end  subsequently  displaced  to  Head- 
quart  o-'e,  3d  Brigado,  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobilo)  at  BT  132453  with  the 
mission  to  coordinate  fires  end  obtain  olooronco  of  fixo  mission  grids  as  necossary, 

d.  Due  to  tho  requirement  to  provide  an  additional  firing  battery  upon 
tho  arrival  of  tho  3d  Battalion  (Airborne) ,  506th  Infcn try,  Bet- cry  D  (Provisional) 
2d  Battalion  (Airbomo),  320th  Artillery  was  organized  on  10  Ootobor  1967, 

Personnel  ?nd  oquifmont  were  gathered  from  oxisting  resources  within  the  battalion. 
To  provide  additional  training  boforo  commencing  support  <£  tho  3d  Battalion  (Air¬ 
borne),  506th  Inf'ntry  and  to  giro  tho  other  throe  hattorios  of  tho  battalion  a 
short  st'nd-dovn, '  tho  personnel  of  Bcttcry  D  rcplacod  tho  porsonncl  of  B  ttory  C 
in  plr.co  from  12  to  15  October  1967.  .  Subsequently,  Battery  D  pcrsonnol  replaced 
Battery  A  pcrsonnol  from  15  to  22  October  1967,  and  Battory  B  oorsonnol  from  22  to 
25  Ootobor  1967. 
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Incloauro  10  (Artillory)  to  Combat  Operations  /Star  Action  Report.  Oporotion 
WHEELSR  (U) 


o.  On  150330  Octcbor  1957  Battery  A,  2d  Battalion  (Airborno),  320th  Art¬ 
illory  was  subjected  to  1  heavy  mortar  aid  pround  attack  which  resulted  in  6  US 
billed  .and  29votndsd  (modovac).  Inter  the  some  morning,  the  remaining  porsonnol 
of  History  A  woro  oxtractod  to  the  Brigade's  ba.se  comp  for  r.  atmi-dom  end  re¬ 
training.  The  recently  formod  Battory  0  (Provisional)  rerun,  d  their  mission.  With. 
In  throe  days,  Battery  A  roccivcd  seventeen  replacements  end  completed  an  internal 
roorgaricatlon.  During  the  following  throe  days,  the  hrttory  conducted  oxtonsivo 
t mining  to  include  0  livo  firo  exercise  ' ad.  an  ' i mobile  displacement.  On  22 
October  1967  the  personnel  of  Battery  A  rotumod  to  the  field  and  rostcacd  support 
of  the  1st  Bc.ttr.lion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry. 

3.  (C)  EXECUTION: 

a,  HHB/2-320  Displacements: 

(1)  On  091050  Sop  67  HHB  dlsplcod  overland  from  DUC  PHO  to  OKU  LAI 
vie  BT  525094.  Unit  closed  1640  hours  and  commcneod  preparation  to  a- pport  Opn 
WHEELER. 


(2)  On  201300  Nov  67  HHB  (-)  departed  CHV  U'.I  to  omb  rk  on  LSI  for 
displ'oenont  to  PHAN  RANG.  Unit  s  lied  1430  hours,  closed  PH.JJ  R.HG  base  camp  at 
221230  November  1967. 

(3)  On  260800  Nov  67  rear  elements  from  HHB/2-320  displaced  overland 
to  TAN  KY  Airfield  at  NT  304192  and  closed  't  0935  hours.  Furthor  dlflplacod  ty 
air  (C-130)to  PHAN  RANG  base  comp,  closed  't  1645  hourB  -nd  coraaonccd  preparation 
for  future  operations. 

b.  A/2-320  Displacements: 

(1)  On  091000  Sop  67  Battery  A  displaced  by  air  (C-130)  from  DUO  PHO 
to  QUANG  HGAI  Airfiold  at  BT  552053.  Unit  closed  H00  hours. 

(2)  On  1C1330  Sop  67  B  ttory  A  displaced  overland  to  TAM  KY  vie  BT 
290230.  Unit  closed  12ao  hours  and  comsun.c'.d  proper'tion  for  Operation  VHEEUR. 

(3)  On  110955  Sep  67  Battery  A  displaced  by  air  (CH-47)  to  BT  131202. 
Unit  closod  1220  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Battalion  (.‘Jr borne),  502d 
Infantry. 


(4)  On  260300  Sep  67  Battery  A  displ-ccd  by  air  (CH-47)  to  BT  992183. 
Unit  closed  1420  hours .  Priority  of  fires  to  1st  B-tt-ulion  (Airborno),  327tb 
Infantry. 


(5)  On  151153  Oct  67  B"ttcry  A  (personnel  only)  displaced  by  air  to 
Brigade  base  camp.  Unit  vs  relieved  by  Battery  D,  Unit  closed  1310  hours, 

(6)  On  221300  Oct  67  8  ttcry  A  (personnel  only)  displaced  by  air 
(CH-47)  to  BT  052248  and  relieved  Battery  D  in  place.  Unit  closod  1415  hours. 
Priority  of  flros  to  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry. 

(7)  On  250720  Nov  67  Battery  A  displaced  by  air  (CH-47)  to  TAM  KY 
.Airfield.  Unit  closed  0925  hours.  Further  displaced  ty  air  (C-130)  for  PHAN  RANG, 

u.  B/2-320  Displacements: 

(1)  On  0C1310  Sep  67  Battory  B  displaced  by  air  (CH-47)  from  firing 
position  to  QU.NG  NGAI  Airfiold.  Unit  closed  1530  hours, 

(2)  On  091000  Sep  67  Battery  B  displaced  by  air  (C-130)  to  T jM  KY 
Airfiold  at  BT  290230.  Urit  closod  at  1330  hours  and  eonmcncod  preparation  for 
Operation  WHHTI2R. 
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lacloauro  10  (Artlllorv)  to  Coab.at  Operation.  After  /Lotion  Report,  Operation 

VHEEUR  (U) 


o.  On  150330  October  1967  B-ttcry  A,  2d  a-ttalion  (Airborne),  320th  Art- 
illory  ir»  subjected  to  heavy  mortar  nd  ground  attack  which  resulted  in  6  US 
killed  -.ad  29 w«aa<J«d  (modovr.e),  Inter  the  a-ao  Barring,  the  remaining  personnel 
Of  Battory  A  uoro  oxtrnctod  to  the  Brig- do's  hrse  c.amp  for  r.  atr.nd-douc  and  re¬ 
training.  Tho  rccontly  formed  B  .ttory  D  (Provisional)  asaum  d  thuir  mission.  With¬ 
in  throo  days,  Battory  A  received  3ev.  ntcer.  .epl  eooents  end  completed  an  internal 
roorganiftion,  During  the  following  throe  d  ys,  the  b'ttory  conducted  extensive 
training  to  Include  r.  livo  flro  exercise  end  an  •-Iracbilc  displacement.  On  22 
October  1967  the  personnel  of  Battery'  A  rotumed  to  the  fie' Id  and  resided  suppo.t 
of  the  1st  3ottr.ll.on  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry. 

3.  (C)  i’ZClTION: 

a,  HHB/2-320  Diaplr. cements : 

(1)  On  091050  Sep  67  tt-IB  displcod  ovorlond  from  DUC  PBO  to  CKU  LAI 
vie  BT  525094.  Unit  closed  1640  hours  and  commenced  prepar-tion  to  a-pport  Opn 
WHEELEF.. 

(2)  On  201300  Nov  67  HHB  (-)  dop'rted  CKU  LAI  to  emh  rk  on  LST  for 
displacement  to  PHAN  RANG.  Unit  3  iled  1430  hours,  closed  PH.-JI  r.JJG  base  comp  at 
221230  November  1967. 

(3)  On  260800  Nov  67  rear  elements  from  HHB/2-320  displaced  overl and 
to  TAM  KY  Airfield  at  BT  304192  and  closed  '  t  0935  hours,  further  displaced  by 
air  (c-130)to  PHAN  PANG  b  so  c.anp,  closed  ~t  1645  hours  nd  eonraenced  prop  ration 
for  future  operations. 

b,  A/2-320  Mspla.coEor.ts: 

(1)  On  091000  Sop  67  Battery  A  displaced  By  “ir  (C-130)  from  DUC  PHO 
to  QUANG  NGAI  Airfield  at  BT  552053.  Unit  closed  1400  hours. 

(2)  On  101330  Sep  67  B  ttory  A  di3pl'Cod  overland  to  TAM  KY  vie  BT 
290230.  Orit  closed  12 '0  hours  -nd  commenced  prepar-tion  for  Oper-tion  WHEElflI. 


(3)  On  110955  Sep  67  B-ttcry  A  dlspl-oed  by  ir  (CH  47)  to  BT  131202. 
Unit  cloaod  1220  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Battalion  (.airborne),  502d 
Infantry. 

(4)  On  260300  Sep  67  B-ttory  A  displaced  by  air  (CB-47)  to  BT  992133. 
Unit  closed  1420  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  1st  Bttalion  (Airborno),  327th 
Infantry. 

(5)  On  151155  Oct  67  B-ttcry  A  (persennel  only)  displaced  by  air  to 
Brigade  base  camp.  Unit  w-s  relieved  by  B- ttory  D.  Unit  closed  1310  hours. 

(6)  On  221300  Oct  67  B  ttcry  A  (personnel  only)  displaced  by  air 
(CH-47)  to  BT  052248  -nd  relieved  B-t*cry  D  In  place.  Unit  closed  1415  hours. 
Priority  of  firos  to  1st  Battalion  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry. 

(7)  On  250720  Nov  67  Battery  A  displaced  by  air  (CH-47)  to  TAM  IQ 
Airfield.  Unit  closed  0925  hours.  FYirthcr  displacod  by  air  (C-130)  for  FIL*B  fLUG, 

u.  B/2-320  D1  jpl/iconcnts  : 

(1)  On  0C131C  Sep  67  Battery  B  displacod  by  oir  (CH-47)  from  firing 
position  tc  QU«'UG  KGilI  Airfiold*  Unit  closod  1530  hours* 

(2)  On  091000  Sep  67  Battery  B  displaced  by  .air  (C-130)  to  T.J-f  KY 
.'irfleld  c.t  BT  290230.  Unit  closod  at  1330  hours  and  cccmcncod  properatioD  for 
Operation  WHEELS*. 
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Inc lo sure  10  (.’.rtlllory)  to  Catrt  Cporstloi*  4ftor  Action  Report.  Oper-  tlon 
WHXELEP.  (0) 


(3)  On  121125  Sep  67  Bttory  B  dlspl  cot*  bv  air 
Unit  cloaod  "it  LAX  hour*.  Priority  of  flroa  to  2d  B  tt  lion 
Infantry. 

(4)  Or.  271030  Sop  67  Battery  B  dlspl" ood  by  air 
Unit  closed  t  1345  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Battalion 
Infantry. 

(5)  On  140950  Oct  67  Battory  B  displaced  by  air 
Unit  cloaod  ,\t  1555  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Battalion 
Infantry, 

(6)  On  22uOC  Oct  67  Battery  B  (personnel  only) 
(CH-47)  to  Brig" do  br.so  c:xip.  Unit  vr.s  relieved  by  Battery  D 
hours. 


iCH.47)  to  BT  1632Q4. 
Airbamo),  327th 


(CH-47)  to  BT  939212. 

(.'iiborne),  327th 


(CH-4?)  to  BT  159265. 
(Airborne),  327th 


dioplccod  by  air 
and  cloaod  at  1450 


(7)  On  ?51300  Oct  67  Bettery  B  (  ersonr.ol  onlyj  displaced  by  air 
(CH-47)  to  BT  159265,  rellovcd  Br.ttory  D  in  ::1  co  •  rvd  closed  at  1330  hours. 
Priority  of  firos  to  2d  Battalion  (Alrborno),  327th  Infantry. 


(8)  On  240915  Nov  67  Battery  B  displaced  by  dir  tc  TAM  .77  Airfield, 
Unit  closed  1300  hours.  Furthor  displaced  by  air  (C-130)  to  PH.’J!  -AUG  base  canp. 
Closed  a.t  1630  hours  and  corr-.oncod  prop'rations  for  future  Operations, 

d,  C/2-320  Displacements: 


(1)  On  090715  Sop  67  Br.ttory  C  di.snl  ccd  by  rir  (C-130)  fror.  DUO  PHO 
to  'UANG  NGAJ  Airfield  at  BT  552053,  end  furthor  displaced  overland  to  TAM  KY 
vicinity  BT  290230.  Unit  closed  at  1330  hours  and  canncnccd  propr.r.ation  for  Oper¬ 
ation  HHEELEH. 


(2)  On  120830  Sop  67  B  ttory  C  d.is;l  ccd  by  air  (CH-47)  to  BT  074226. 
Unit  closod  at  1046  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Bat  r.lion  (Airborne).  502d 
Infantry. 

(3)  On  131305  Oct  67  B  ttc.ro,'  C  (pariwnrcl  only)  displaced  by  r-lr 
(CH-47)  to  Brigade  b'so  c  op.  Unit  \r  s  r..li,.vo  ’  in  pl'co  by  Battery  D  -nd  closed 
at  1400  hours. 

(4)  On  151155  Oct  67  3  ttcry  C  (pcraonncl  only)  displaced  by  air 
(CH-47)  ttf  BT  074226,  roliovcd  avttory  D  Id  place  and  closed  at  1235  hours. 

Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Batt  lion  (Airborne),  502c.  Infantry. 

(5;  on  160900  Oct  67  B  tturv  C  displaced  hr/  air  (CH-47)  to  T.M  IB'  nt. 
BT  296234.  Unit  closod  at  1515  hours.  Praity  of  fire  to  Troop  A,  2d  Seuedron 
(lirbornc),  17th  Cavalry. 

(6)  Or.  200800  Oct  67  Battery  C  displocod  ty  air  (CH-/.7)  to  BT  23914 2. 
Unit  closed  at  1415  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Battalion  (Airborne),  532d 
Infantry.’ 

(7)  On  0/J.315  Kov  67  Battery  C  displaced  by  rir  (CH-47)  to  BT  130201, 
Unit  closod  at  1730  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Battalion  (.Airborne),  502d 
Infantry. 


(3)  On  2.30930  Nov  67  Battery  C  displaced  by.  air  (CH-47)  to  TAJ!  y.'l 
Ad r field  and  closed  at  1145  hours.  They  f iffther  dlsplacod  by  air  (C-130)  to  H-ii 
P.ang  base  canp,  closod  at  1615  hours  and.  coanencoc.  preparation  for  future  operations. 

o.  D/2-320  Displr.cononts: 
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Incloaurc  10  (Artillery)  to  Combat  Oporrtloi.3  /if ter  Action  P.oport,  Operation 
VHEELff.  (li) 


(1)  On  060900  Oct  67  Battery  0  displ-ccd  overland  Iron  Brigade  base 
oanp  to  r.  firing  position  rt  BT  536025  or d  conducted  service  practice.  Upon  com¬ 
pletion  cf  -Service  praotlce,  tho  bttcry  displaced  by  rlr  (CH-47)  te  Brigade  base 
oanp  r.nd  closed  -t  1615  hours. 

(2)  On  111210  Oct  67  3,- “cry  D  (personnel  only)  displace-'  by  rjr 
( CH-47)  to  ET  074226,  rollevcd  Battery  C  In  placo  and  closed  c.t  1305  hours. 

Priority  of  fires  to  2d  3  tt  lion  (Airborne),  502d  Infantry. 

(3)  On  1512  35  Oct  67  Battery  0  (personnel  only)  displaced  by  eir 
(CK-47)  to  DT  992133.  Unit  was  relievod  ir.  place  by  Br.ttcry  C  and  further  relieved 
Br.ttcry  A  ir.  plr.ee  ar.d  closed  1315  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  1st  Battalion 
(Alrborr.o),  327th  Infantry, 

(4)  On  180330  Oct  67  Battery  0  displaced  by  air  (with  Br.tto.y  A  ca.uip- 
rr.cnt)  (CH-47)  to  BT  052/48.  Unit  closed  at  1310  hours.  Priority  for  fires  to  1st 
Dntt..llcn  (Airborne),  327th  Infantry. 

(5)  On  221350  Oct  67  Battery  D  (personnel  only)  lispl-cod  by  -ir 
(Ct>-47)  to  BT  159265.  Unit  was  rollevcd  ir.  place  by  13.-tt  .iy  A  and  further  relieved 
Battery  B  ir.  place  and  closed  at  1425  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  2d  Dett-li-n 
(Airborne),  327th  Infantry. 

(6)  On  251330  Oct  57  Battery  D  (personnel  only)  displaced  ty  .air 
(CK-47)  to  Brig-do  base  cm  p.  Unit  closed  :i  1415  hours  ar.d  commenced  rrrpar-  tier, 
for  movement*  to  PH. .A'  F-11G, 

(7)  On  311900  Cot  67  Battery  D  departed  Brigade  'base  cai;p  for  depar¬ 
ture  fc;  BBT  for  covenant  to  PHAK  r.AUG  and  ccunenccd  pre par- 1  ions  for  future  oper¬ 
ations . 

f.  R-dr.r  Displ-cer-.er.ts : 

(1)  On  051400  C-et  67  radar  displaced  by  Ir  (CK-47)  firm  D'X  PrO  to 
t?  99X134*  Unit  close;!  r.t  1700  hours  with  the  rissior.  to  provide  counter  norV'.r 
ir.telliCCTice  to  the  Dri^'e* 

(2)  Or.  1"’0945  Cct  67  r-  d-r  diepiaoed  by  -Jr  (CB-47)  to  BT  132202. 

Unit  closid  .- 1  H10  hours, 

(3)  On  1S130C  Bov  67  r'dar  displaced  by  rlr  (3H-4?)  to  BT  052248. 

Unit  closed  -t  1425  hotu-s,  Priraary  zlr.uth  of  sc-r.  5^00  ails, 

(4)  Or,  241546  Nov  67  radar  displaced  by  air  (CK-47)  to  TAX  13  -ir- 
field.  Unit  closed  at  1630  hours. 

(5)  On  250745  Nov  67  radar  Jisplccd  by  air  (3-130)  tc  PKd-‘<  -r-u.O. 

U.ait  closed  -t  0915  hours  "hi  ceattcnccd  ja-cparatior.s 'far  future  ccor-tior.s. 

g.  E/2-9  Oisplaoei  er.ts : 

(1)  On  141C35  Sep  67  Battery  2  (OPCOS)  displaced  by  air  (CK-47)  free; 
BT  .223304  to  Bi  236141.  Unit  closed  1630  hems.  Priority  of  fires  to  1st  Datt- 
alicr.,  14  th  Infar.tr;.-. 

(2)  Or,  240-00  sCp  67  B-ttcry  B  terminated  CPCO;:  to  2d  Battalion 
w— ..oMr),  320. h  Artillery  md.  displaced  to  TAX  .,1. 

h.  A/2—9  Diselaccr.c-nts: 

(1)  Or.  04C900  Oct  67  lottery  A  (OPCO;:)  displaced  by  air  (0*147)  frer. 
DX  FKO  tc  TAX  KT  at  ET  324192.  Unit  closed  .at  1415  hours  ar.d  ccuacnaeA.  prop-r¬ 
ation  for  future  eper-  tiers. 
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Inclosurc  10  UrtiUory)  to  CcnV  t  Opci-tions  After  Action  Report.  Opcrrtion 
WiiiLXLK  (U) 


l?)  On  O50S00  Oct  67  Lottery  A  (orCOl!)  dispL-ccd  by  eir  (CH-47)  to 
LT  131203.  Unit  close.',  -t  115C  hours.  Priority  of  fires  to  1st  Dettelion,  35th 
Inf- rtry. 

(3)  On  040915  Nov  67  Lettcry  A  (OPCOtl)  displaced  by  r.lr  (OH-47)  to 
LT  131454.  Unit  close!  ~.t  1120  hours.  Terninetod  OPCOSI  to  2d  Bettr.lion  (Airborno), 
320th  Artillery  end  corucncod  0PC01I  of  tho  3d  Drigrdo,  1st  Cevelry  Division  (AJr- 
nobile)  offocti”c  1200  hours. 

i.  C/3-16  Displacements : 

(1)  On  260930  Sep  67  Rettery  C  dlapleeod  by  rlr  (CH-47  red  CH-54) 

I’r-T.  AT  105111  to  LT  991152.  Unit  eleeod  r.t  1525  hours.  Tho  better;'  oontlnudd 
to  roinftreo  the  2d  Cott-lion  (..irbcrne) ,  320th  Artillery.’ 

(2)  On  170930  Oct  67  Lottery  C  displaced  by  rir  (CH-47  end  CH-54) 
to  Tin:  PiiVOC  Spcci-.l  Forces  C.-np  (LT  109142).  Throe  (3)  howitzers  were  dis- 
pl-  ced  but  rcr.rining  howitzers  wore  un-blc  to  bo  novod  du»  to  edvorso  woethor  con¬ 
ditions  end  Into  -rrivtl  of  CH-54  holiccptcr.  Unit  cenplotod  displacing  on  191345 
Oct  67  end  centinuod  to  reinforce  tho  2d  Lo.ttrlion  ( Airborno ) ,  320th  Artillery. 

i 

(3)  On  050700  t!ov  67  Lottery  C  dioplrccd  by  eir  (CH-47  ond  CH-54) 
from  TILN  PHOUC  Spoci‘1  Forces  Conp  to  CT  050250.  Unit  closed  r.t  1535  h:urs  end 
ccntlnucd  to  roinfrrec  the  2d  Lr.ttelien  ( .’.irbcrne ) ,  320th  Artillery. 

4.  (U)  RESULTS) 

n.  96  VC  KLA  (C) 

b.  7  \'C  KLA  (P) 

c.  3  VC  VILA  (C) 

5.  (H)  rECAFITUL.TION  OF  IISSICHS  FIRED: 

e.  Nxr.btr  of  nisei  ns  fired: 

(1)  105:  4,941 

(2)  155:  1,562 

b.  Tet'l  rounds  .  xpendod: 

(1)  105:  65,027 

(2)  155i  14,169 

6.  (C)  COMHAIiDCi.3  AlJALYSXSi 

s,  Tha  less  of  tvo  (2l  csnploto  hrttory  fire  diroctien  centers  (FDC)  in. 
Lettory  A  -n  15  October  1967,  end  in  Dr.ttory  C  on  23  October  1967,  n®in  orjphesizos 
the  c-  ntinuinc  necessity  to  tr-in  fire  diroctin  personnel  in  dopth. 

b.  '..>.on  in  rxero  cf  cporctim  during  tho  ncncoon  ooeson,  bcttorlco  nust 
ir.t  ir  tvo  brslc  lords  or  -munition  on  positi  n.  Every  effort  nust  bo  expendod 

t  :  rcs  i.  ply  units  durinc  porieds  open  to  eir  tr  .fflc.  To  thr.t  am’.,  .-munition 
:  ust  re: in  first  pri  rity. 

c.  The  AH/KPQ-4  Counter- irrUr  Tb-d-r  vr.s  cnpl  yod  within  tho  eroe  of 

ti.n  of  tJio  r.muvcr  brtt-lieno  f  r  the  first  tine  since  tho  Lrigsdo's  in¬ 
cest.!  r.  in  Vic turn.  iiorot  fero,  tho  unit  h  d  boi.n  aipltye  within  tho  brso  ennp 
jerE.c  er. 
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Inclosurs  10  (Artillery)  to  Ccobat  Operations  After  Action  Popart.  Operation 
WHEELC  (U) 


Inarnso  dividcn  wore  ronlisod  since  tho  unit  v~s  "hlo  to  adjust  flro,  vector 
nodevao  aircraft  .ate  the  tactical  ocmrnd  post  hollooptcr  pads,  adjust  dofonslvo 
concentrations,  and  c.nfim  locations  of  hostile  nortars, 

d.  With  tho  inoopti-n  and  successful  utilise tin  of  tho  Field  Artillery 
Digital  ..utonatic  Conputor  ( F ADAC ) ,  a  tendency  existed  to  rely  conplotoly  on  the 
machine  with  consequent  adverse  uffects  on  tho  battery's  manual  capability.  To 
eliminate  thoso  effects,  oach  FDC  maintains  two  cha.rts,  ono  prinajy  and  one  cheek, 
Additic  rially,  tho  FAD/.C  is  rondored  incporr.tlvo  overy  othor  dny  to  ma.intcln  a  pro¬ 
ficient  manual  capability  ar.d  tc  allow  service  to  the  nachinc, 

o.  ifumcrous  lessens  learned  concerning  defense  of  position,  rosupply 
and  firing  battory  proccuros  wero  realized  during  periods  of  heavy  contact. 

Tho-se  lessens  ’re  n-w  incorporated  in  the-  ia.ttalion  T..C  SOP. 


c  v 
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JA.Wt.rONT  UCURITY  CL  AJtlFiC  A  1  ION 

OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

Conf ldent ia 1 

16.  OHOUR 

4 

DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  R  &  D 


Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  WHEELER,  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division 


<  OC«C»t»TivC  NOril  (Typ*  af  fpoft  mnd  incluaiy  dmtma) 

— Exparlencea.  ol.uait  encaged  in  counterinsurgency  operatlons.il  Sep  -  25  Nov  1967 

V  AU  thOHIII  (Fit*  f  namm,  mtddla  initial.  Taal  nama) 

CG,  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division 


t  YIPORT  OAT* 

7 A,  TOTAL  NO-  OP  PAOEt 

76.  NO-  OF  REFI 

11  December  1968 

60 

•  a.  CONTRACT  ON  0  A  A  N  T  NO 

•  A.  ORIOINATOR'I  RIPORT  NUM  BE  Rill 

6.  PROJtCT  NO. 

67X161 

N/A 

06.  OTHIR  »EPOOT  NOItl  (Any  othar  numbart  that  may  ba  alanad 
thl  a  tapart) 


10  OIITOIQUTION  ITATCMENT 


M-  luPPl.  KM  IN  T  ARY  NOT** 


IPONIORINO  MILITARY  ACTIVITY 


N/A 


OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 


II  mmci 


